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ing in Indiana, for reference to the commitese of || 


thirty-three. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Icall for the regular order 


of business, unless the gentleman has a resolution || 


of some kind to present. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the call of committees for reports for ref- 
erence, under the rules of the House. 

Mr. HINDMAN. 
by the gentleman from Indiana—are they pend- 
ing or are they withdrawn ? 

The SPEAKER. They are not before the 
House; because the gentleman from Ohio calls for 
the regular order of business. Reports from com- 
mittees are now in order. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr.SHERMAN, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year ending 30th 
June, 1862; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


HELYPSOMETER. 


Mr. SHERMAN, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of a communication in regard to an instru- 
ment called the helypsometer, for finding aship’s 
position at sea where there is no natural horizon, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Pat- 
ents. 

It was so ordered. 


CHANGE OF STEAMBOAT’S NAME. 
Mr. MOORHEAD, from the Committee on 


Commerce, reported a joint resolution authorizing 
the change of name of steamboat J. C. Frémont 
to that of Horizon; which was read a first and 
second time. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. Iask that the joint reso- 
lution be put upon its passage. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. I object. 

The joint resolution was referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed, 

BOUNTY LANDS TO OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS. 


Mr. COBB, by unanimous consent, introduced 
n joint resolution construing an act in addition to 
certain acts granting bounty lands to certain offi- 
cers and soldiers who have been engaged in the 
military service of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


HOCKADAY AND LIGGIT. 


Mr. ALLEY, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the 
relief of Hockaday & Liggit; which was read a 
first and second time. 

Mr. ALLEY. I ask that the bill be put upon 
its passage. 

The bill was read. It appropriates $59,576 to 
be allowed to Hockaday & iegst in full payment 
of the damages sustained by them in reduction of 
poe carrying mails on route 8911. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to considering the 
bill now. 

Mr. ALLEY. Mr. Speaker, | move that the 
rules be suspended, and this bill be put upon its 
passage at the poe time. 
Speaker, passed both Houses of Congress at the 
last session of Congress, but failed to obtain the 


signature of the President. It was fully discussed | 


at the last session, and I regard it as one of the 
most meritorious cases ever presented for the con- 
rideration of Congress. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
to pass without some examination. I understand, 
however, that the matter was discussed last ses- 
sion, and that the bill passed both Houses, but 
that for some cause or other it failed to get the 
signature ofthe President. I therefore withdraw 
my objection, 

Mr. ELY. 
chugetts whether this is the same bill that passed 
at last session? 

Mr. ALLEY. It is. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 


n third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- j 


| 


ingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. 


ALLEY moved to reconsider the yote by | 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay | 


the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


FRANKLIN HAVEN AND ASSOCIATES. 


Mr. ALLEY, from the same committee, re- 
peeves a bill for the relief of Franklin Haven and 


time, referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 


and ordered to be printed. 


The resolutions presented || 


| 


| 


WASHINGTON GOFF. 


Mr. ALLEY. from the same committee, re- 
ported adversely on the petition of Washington 
Goff; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. CARTER. I am directed by the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia to ask that Senate 
bills Nos. 474.and 377 be taken from the Speaker’s 
table and referred to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

There being no objection, the following bills 
were taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia: 

An act (No. 474) to provide for the payment of 
the claimof J. W. Nye, assignee of Peter Bargy, 
jr., and Hugh Stewart; and 

An act (No. 377) supplemental to an act enti- 
tled ** An act toauthorize the extension, construc- 
tion, and use of a lateral branch of the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad into and within the District of 
Columbia.”’ 


SEVENTII CENSUS. 


Mr. BINGHAM, from the Coimmittee on the 
Judiciary, reported back House bill No. 868, to 
amend ‘** An act providing for the taking of the 
seventh census, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
May 23, 1850, with the recommendation that it 
do not pass, and moved that it be laid on the table; 
which motion was agreed to. 


PROGRESS OF THE USEFUL ARTS. 
Mr. BINGHAM. [am also instructed by the 


| Committee on the Judiciary to report back House 
| bill No. 621, to amend an act entitled ** An act 


| 





This bill, Mr. | 


I thought the bill ought not | 


I ask the gentleman from Massa- | 








to promote the progress of the useful arts, and to 
repeal all acts and parts of acts heretofore made 
for that purpose,’’ approved July 4, 1836, and 
to move that it be referred to the Committee on 


| Patents, where it properly belongs. 


The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to; and the bill was accordingly referred 
to the Committee on Patents. 


ALBERT R. HATCH. 


Mr. BINGHAM, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Albert 
R. Hatch; which was laid upon the table, and 


| ordered to be printed. 


LOGAN HUNTON. 


Mr. BINGHAM. [am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to report a joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of Logan Hunton, of New Or- 
leans, with the recommendation that it do pass. 
I move that it be now considered and passed. 

The resolution was read a firstand second time 
by its title, and it was then read in ertenso. It 
directs that there be paid to Logan Hunton, late 
district attorney of the United States for the dis- 
trict of Louisiana, out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $5,000, 
in full for his services on behalf of the United 
States, as United States district attorney in the 
several prosecutions heretofore instituted in Lou- 
isiana against Narcisso Lopez and others, for 
violations of the United States neutrality laws, 
by setting on foot military expeditions against 
the island of Cuba. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to the 
consideration of the resolution at this time ? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Is there any report accom- 
panying the resolution ? 


Mr. BINGHAM. There is not; but I will 


explain it, 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I seems to me that we ought 
to have a report before we are asked to pass the 
joint resolution. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 1 will state why there is no 
report. In the first place, this case was fully 
considered by the Comptroller of the United States 
Treasury, Mr. Elisha Whittlesey. 

Mr, LOVEJOY. When? 

Mr. BINGHAM. In 1851. 


‘| report here, and it will fully explain this case. 


| He states, among other things, that there are no 


iis associates; which was read a first and second | 


I have the whole 
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taxable fees allowed to attorneys in the su ease 


_ court of Louisiana, their compensation not beine 
| taxable fees or costs, but a quantum meryit OF 
’ 


: Nn clients 
and they attorney. The rule heretofore adopted 


has been, as members well know, to fix the foes 
of the district attorneys of the United States a 


Db . . . me court 
of the State in which they reside. There beine 
mi) 


no system of taxation of fees in the State of Loy. 
isiana—no rule by which to determine the com- 
pensation of this officer, Mr. Elisha Whittles. 

thereupon proceeds to say: ¥ 


“'The laws now in force do not provide any compensa 
tion for the services rendered, except five dollars per diem 
for attendance in court, and the smal! salary, which are aa 
tirely inadequate for such services. The suits were of great 
importance, difficult to manage, and required high profe. 
sional attainments and ability, and much time and atten. 
tion. Being paid a small salary and a per diem tor his at. 
tendance in court, Mr. Hunton has no legal claim on the 
Government for any greater compensation than the Jaw 
prpeuities and provides for them; but such compensation 

eing entirely inadequate, and below the real value of the 


| services, less than is paid in nearly all the districts where 


there are some taxable fees under the State laws, and jess 


| than was contemplated by Congress at the time of passing 
| the act to admit Louisiana into the Union, April &, 18)9° 
| Mr. Hunton has an equitable claim on the Government for 
| a reasonable compensation for his services.” 


Mr. BRANCH. Is this resolution before the 
House? I cannot hear what the honorable gen- 
tleman from Ohio is saying, there is so much con- 
fusion in the House. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If the gentleman will hear 
read what the Comptroller of the Treasury says 
upon this case, 1 am sure he will not object to the 
passage of this joint resolution. Let the Clerk 
read the passages I have marked in the official 


_ report of Mr. Elisha Whittlesey. 


Mr. BRANCH. I believe thatit is not in order 
to put anything upon its passage at this time ex- 
cept by the unanimous consent of the House. | 


| think, therefore, that we had better go on under 


the rule, and let this resolution take the same 


| course with like resolutions and bills. 


Mr. MALLORY. [hope the gentleman from 
North Carolina will withdraw his objection. This 
case has been a long time before the House, and 
it is one of peculiar merit. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If the House will permit the 
Comptroller’s report to be read, I am sure all 
objection to this case will be withdrawn. 

Ir. BRANCH. I will not stand against the 
wishes ofall of my friends. If itbe the desire of the 
House to pass resolutions in this way, | will not 
object. 

Mr. SHERMAN. As there seems to be adis- 
position to pass private bills without due consid- 
eration, I move that the rules be suspended, and 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


PACIFICATION. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. I ask the gentleman from 
Ohio to yield to me a moment to make a suggestion. 
I have not, as you know, Mr. Speaker, said « 
word during the present session in regard to the 
present alarming condition of public affairs; nor 
19 it my purpose to do so at this time to ong great 
extent. I only ask the indulgence of the House 
for a few moments, while I make one or two ob- 
servations. If, sir, I do not achieve a compen- 
sating good for my country, ! will have the proud 
recollection of having made an earnest, honest 
effort to do so. 

Mr. BURNETT. What does the gentleman 
propose to do? What does he ask? 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I will re pond to the 
gentleman’s inquiry. I havea joint resolution— 
proposing amendments to the Constitution—to 
submit to the House, which I desire may be or 
dered to be printed. I do not ask any action on 
it to-day. y object in having it printed is to 
have it placed upon the desk of every member, 
and before the country through the medium ot 
the newspapers. If allowed, I design to have a 
day set apart for its consideration. [tis @ prop- 
osition framed in the plainest and most unmistak- 
able language, and will be comprehended by the 
most ordinary understanding. 

Mr. JONES. Lobject. ‘That stops it. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. ‘I hope that the gentleman 
from Ohio will withdraw his motion to go 1nt0 

| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union, so that we may pass the resolution which 
; was before us a while ago. 
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Mr. EYHERIDGE. I have the floor. 
uM, LOVEJOY. 


tion pending to go into committee. 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from | 


Ohio withdraw his motion? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I donot. Iam, however, 
perfectly willing to let the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee come in. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I will suspend my re- 
marks, and ask the unanimous consent of the 
House for leave to introduce my proposition. 

Mr. JONES. I object to its coming before this 
House. We have had forty thousand proposi- 
tions already, intended to deeeive and entrap our 
people. I am opposed to all propositions of the 
kind. I[ object. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. If it be in order, I move 
for a suspension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order, the morn- 
ing hour not yet having expired. 


LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move, pending the motion 
to go into committee, that all general debate on 
the executive, legislative, and judicial appropria- 
tion bill in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union be determined within ten min- 
utes after its consideration shall be resumed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

LOGAN HUNTON—AGAIN. 

Mr. BUNGHAM. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House, to move that the joint reso- 
lution for the relief of Logan Hunton, of New 
Orleans, be ordered to be printed. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered, 


LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL——AGAIN. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Suer- 
man’s motion; and it was agreed to. 
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I think not; there is amo- | 


| the Government in all its departments. 
| 
| 


ij . . ° 
|| The following clause being under considera- 
tlon— 
“For compensation and mileage of members of the 
House of Representatives and Delegates from Territories, 
| $1,100,000 ;° 
| Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, said: I move 
| to reduce the amount to $550,000. 1 make this 


| motion because, at the first session of the present | 
Congress, | introduced a bill for the reduction of | 


the pay and mileage of the members of Congress. |; 


1 introduced that bill in good faith; and I believe 
that, if it could be brought to a vote of the House, 
| it would pass; and if it shall pass, it will reduce 


| reduction that my amendment proposes. Itought 


| 
| try; the bankruptcy of the Treasury; the finan- 
| cial crisis thatis upon us; considerations of justice 


sion we are borrowing money at twelve per cent. 
interest to pay the compensation and mileage of 
| members of Congress, and the interest on the 
public debt. I believe retrenchment and reform 
ought to begin there; and then the people of the 
country would have some hope and confidence 
that Congress would cut down the expenses of 
It ought 


to be done; and I trust it will be done. 


purpose; and if it can be brought to a vote, I be- 


|| lieve that reform, beginning at the right place, 


|| may be brought about. 
| already been reduced forty per cent., and a reduc- 


‘The House accordingly resolved itself into the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


(Mr. Erneripce in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the bill before 
the committee was House bill No. 892, making 
appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending June 30, 1862; and thatthe pending ques- 
tion was on striking out the words ‘ for station- 
ery, $12,000.”" On that amendment tellers were 
ordered. 

Mr SHERMAN. That amendment, I pre- 
sume, was moved by the gentleman. from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Leacu,] to test whether a quorum 
was present. I hope he will withdraw it. 


Mr. LEACH, of NorthCarolina. Lwithdrawit. | 
The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the | 


bill. 

“For Congressional Glebe, and binding the same, 
$49,300.” 

Mr. QUARLES. I move to reduce that appro- 
priation to $32,000. Ido so for this reason: the 
appropriation here is the same amount as that 
which was estimated; $32,000 was the amount 
provided in the bill for the last session, for these 
same services. It may be suggested that this sum 
of $49,300 is proper for the next session, because 


itis the long session; but, by referring to the last | 


bill, it will be seen that the amount for binding, 
&e., is the same for a long as for a short session. 
I cannot see what else enters into the cost of the 
Congressional Globe. 


year. Now, what else can enter into the cost of 
the Congressional Globe? Nothing in the world; 
and | propose to reduce the amount for the Globe 
and binding $17,300, which is the excess of ex- 


penses for the next session of Congress over the 
present. 


Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman from Ten- 
hessee labors under a misapprehension. The ad- 
ditional appropriation for reporting arises from 
the fact that the Globe extends over a greater 


umber of pages during a long session than during 
a short one. 


Mr. QUARLES. Last year $11,060 were ap- 
Propriated for reporting; and this year it is pro- 
posed to appropriate $18,000. 

he amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, moved to 
amend by Striking out line sixty-two, as follows: 

* For miscellaneous items, $20,000.”° 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


ress I see the appropriation for | 
binding is $50,000; and it was the same last year. | 
Che printing is the same this year as it was last | 





|| plained. 


lieve I have had the pleasure of seeing the Clerk 
| 


The cost of printing has 


| tion ought to be made in this matter. The esti- 
mate for the present year is $1,100,000. Last 


an unexpended balance of $93,000, which may 
be applied to the next year, as [I understand it. 
There is, then, it appears, a difference of some 


the estimate of last year and the present. 


Mr.SHERMAN. The difference is easily ex- 


money which becomes due to members during 


larger than itis the other. Next December we 
receive nine months* pay; and consequently, dur- 
ing the next fiscal year, a larger amount of com- 
pensation is paid to members than during the 
present fiscal year. 

Mr. McK NIGHT. Iam opposed to the amend- 





ment offered by the gentleman from North Caro- | 
lina, because members of Congress are elected | 


with an understanding of what is to be their com- 
pensation. 


move to strike them out, I will coéperate with 
him in those reforms. 
pensation of $3,000 per annum, and a certain 
amount of mileage. 
the mileage to three or four cents a mile, and will 
so vote whenever | have an opportunity. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. I move to strike 
out of lines sixty-eightand sixty-nine the words, 
** Clerk of the House of Representatives, $3,600.”’ 
I enter the list of reformers in this House with 
great diffidence. Myexperience here does not 
give me that inforntation which is necessary to 


enable me to discharge my duties in all respects, || 


so far as reforming the expenses of this House 
are concerned; but what I see here [ think I know. 


So far as the Clerk of the House of Representa- | 


tives is concerned, I only know him in an official 
character by the Journals of this House. I be- 


in this House once, performing.the grateful duty 
of reading to the House the message of the Pres- 


| and economy, all require it; and if not adopted, | 
| I want the country to understand that at this ses- | 


year it was $615,250. There was also, last year, | 


four or five hundred thousand dollars between | 


Under the new compensation law, the | 


vacation is paid the next December; and the con- | 
sequence is, that one year the amount is much | 


Sut, at the same time, I believe a | 
good deal is paid to or received by members | 
which they are not legally entitled to; and if, | 
when we reach those items, such as appropriations | 
for newspapers, stationery, &c., which every 
man ought to pay for himself, the gentleman will | 


We are allowed a com- | 


to be meee: The fearful condition of the coun- |) tain poom—the room of the Committee on Agricul- 


There is 1] 
a bill before the House introduced by me for that 








the mileage and pay of members one half—the 


| of that room, as there 


ing men to execute the duties of office. I there- 
|| fore move to strike out the compensation which 
| is allowed to the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
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sentatives—he performing none of the duties. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. ALLEN. I move to strike out from lines 
seventy-four and seventy-five, the words, ** Mes- 
senger in charge of the south wing of the Capitol, 
$1,500.’’ Lunderstand that there is no service what- 
ever to be performed by that messenger, There are 
two different persons claiming the right to take 


| charge of that portion of the Capitol, while there 


is no service foreither. Lf lam correctly informed, 
by a resolution of the Thity-Fourth Congress a 
messenger was appointed to take charge of a cer- 


ture. That was before the Hall of the present 
House was occupied; and that gentleman claims 
to hold that office to-day at a salary of $1,500 a 
year, although the main charge of the room is 
committed to laborers who receive a compensation 
of $1 50 per day. lam satisfied that there is no 
necessity for the services of a person to take charge 
are no duties for him to 
perform. [hope the appropriation will be stricken 


' out. The Doorkeecper has \ikewise the power to 


appoint a messenger for the same place; and he 
has a sufficient number of messengers under his 
charge to discharge all the duties (if any) that can 
devolve upon this messenger. he messenger 
provided for in the appropriation is a very clever 
gentleman, placed there at the instance of another 
gentleman for whom I have great respect; and I 
am satisfied this fact induced some gentlemen to 
support a similar appropriation last session, I 
hope, however, this needless appropriation will 


| not again be made. 


| ger. 








ident, which was well done; but the duties of the | 


Clerk of the House of Representatives are not 
performed by the officer whom we elected. Those 
who have anything to do with the Clerk’s office 
know that its duties are performed by the polite 


| and gentlemanly assistant clerk, Mr. Hayes, who | 


performs al] the duties of Clerk, I do not, there- 
| fore, think that we should pay a man $3,600 for 
| doing nothing. The great difficulty now seems 
to be in making offices for men, and not in find- 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. QUARLES. I see in these appropriations 


for the clerks and messengers of the House an ap- 
propriation for a messenger to the Postmaster of 
the House. I do not see that any estimate was 
submitted to us for the services of this messen- 


The Postmaster of the House has no mes- 
senger. 


> 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means called the officer a ** messenger ”’ in- 
stead of ‘‘ assistant Postmaster.’’ 

Mr. QUAREES. §Itis all nght, then. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, moved to 
strike out lines one hundred and five to one hun- 
dred and nine inclusive, as follows: 


* Por twenty-four copies of the Cougressional Globe and 
Appendix ter each member and delegate of the first session 
of the Thirty-Seventh Congress, and one hundred of the 
same for the House Library, $39,688.”’ 


The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. QUARLES. I move to strike out lines 


one hundred and ten to one hundred and thirteen 
inclusive, as follows: 


* For the compensation of the draughtsman and clerks 


| employed upon land maps, clerks to committees, and tem- 


Iam in favor’of reducing || 


porary clerks in the office of the Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, $17,800.” 


I understand there is no use for these draughts- 


| men and clerks employed on these land maps; 


that the expenditure is entirely useless; that no 


| use is made of those maps in the House of Rep- 


resentatives. This appropriation ought not to be 


| made; and the services should be dispensed with. 


these land-map clerks. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I will say to the gentleman 
that there must have been a mistake in printing 
the bill; for the Committee of Ways be Means 
excluded the land-map clerks. I move toamend 
the original clause which the gentleman moves to 
strike out, by striking out the words “ draughts- 
man and clerks employed upon the land maps.” 

Mr. QUARLES. Then the gentleman from 
Ohio wants to leave in the whole amount of ap- 
propriation, when there are no men to whom it 
is to be paid. His amendment does not Jessen 
the amount of appropriation at all. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Chairman, I thought 
I explained to the gentleman that the Committee 
of Ways and Means did not allow anything for 
The amount estimated 
for was $23,984. We struck out the land-map 
clerks, and reduced the appropriation to $17,800. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. For what? 

Mr. SHERMAN. For clerks to committees. 
They were appointed under resolutions of the 
House, and I suppose you have to pay them. 


Mr. QUARLES. Seventeen thousand eight 
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hundred dollars was exactly the amount last year. 
This year the estimate was $23,000. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The land-map clerks are 
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now dispensed with under the law of last ses- || 


sion. 
Mr. Suerman’s amendment was agreed to. 
The question recurred upon Mr. Quvartes’s 
motion to strike out the clause, as amended. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 
ation of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 


‘| understand why we should be furnished with a 
_ copy of the official paper containing the reports 
If 1 understand the explan- || 


and Means, 1 am opposed to this motion. The | 


clause apphes not to the land-map clerks, but to 
others. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It applies to clerks of com- 
mittees and temporary clerks in the office of the 
Cierk. That is all, 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 
stand, 

Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia. I understood the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
1o say that this was a misprint. 


Then J think it ought to 


What, then, is | 


the objection to the motion of the gentleman from 


‘Tennessee ? 

Mr.SHERMAN. The gentleman misunder- 
stood me. 
clerks employed upon the land-maps’’ was a mis- 
print. ‘That has been stricken out; but the bal- 
ance is to provide for the clerks of committees. 

The question was taken on Mr. Quarves’s 
motion; and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. 
out the following clause: 


“For engraving, electrotyping, and 
$50,000.” 


I move to strike 
lithographing, 


I do it for the purpose of obtaining information. 


} said the words ** draughtsmen and | 


I desire to know of the chairman of the Commit- | 


tee of Ways and Means, in what department of 
this Flouse itbecomes necessary to pay thisamount 


for engraving, electrotyping, and lithographing? | 


Mr.SHERMAN. If we get off with $50,000, 
we shall be doing very well. It is chiefly for en- 
graving the plates of the Patent Office report—the 
mechanical and also the agricultural parts of the 
report. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. 
strike out in line one hundred and twenty-one, all 
after the word ** repairs,’’ and inline one hundred 
and twenty-two to strike out ** $J0,000,”’ and in- 
sert ** $2,000;’’ so as to make the clause read: 

For furniture, repairs, $2,000. 

That is to say, I propose to strike out $8,000 
for packing-boxes for members. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of North Carolina. 
strike out the item, ** for stationery, $15,000.” 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia. 
out the following clause: 

“ For horses, carriages, and saddle-horses, $7,500.”’ 


I move to strike 


I have nothing to say upon the subject. I think 
it an imposition. 


I move to | 


I move to 


Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. I desire te inquire | 


of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, how many carriages and saddle-horses 
are purchased for the use of the members of the 


House of Representatives, and for what purpose | 


they are used? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
explained at every session of Congress since I 
have been here. The horsesare not for the mem- 
bers atall. They are horses used in carrying the 
mails down, and sending messengers to the Treas- 
ury Department, and for various purposes. The 


horses do not belong to the Government; but cer- | 


I have heard this matter | 


tain messengers receive $2 50 a day for keeping | 


horses and wagons to carry the mails, &c. 
think there are tive or six employed. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia. 1 insist on my 
amendment to strike out the whole item, Mes- 
sengers and post-boys are as well able to walk as 
members of Congress. 

Mr. ALLEN. In ener of the motion made 

i 


by the gentleman from Virginia, I beg leave to 


} 


|| one hundred and twenty-eight; which is as fol- | 


lows: 

“ For newspapers, $12,500.” 

I do so because I believe it isa very small thing 
for a member of Congress to ask this great Gov- | 
ernment to pay for his newspapers. I can readily | 


| 


of our proceedings; but are that, as honest 
men, we ought not to go. 
a vote on my amendment. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I have nothing of | 
very great importance to urge in opposition to the 
motion that has just been made; but I do think 
that the Govefnment should not only pay for the 
newspapers of members, but should pay members 
for reading them. [Laughter.] 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am instructed by the 


Committee of Ways and Means to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


Toenable the Superintendent of Public Printing to carry | 


into effect the provisions of the joint resolution in relation 
to the public printing, approved 23d July, 1860, $135,000: 
Provided, Vhat no part of this appropriation shall be ex- 
pended until the title to the property purchased shali have 
been examined and approved by the Attorney General of 
the United States. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PETTIT. Mr. Chairman, I offer the fol- 
lowing amendment, to come in at the end of line 
one hundred and sixty: 

Exploring Expedition.—JTo pay arrears due authors and 


| artists of the exploring expedition, in pursuance of the act 


of August 26, 1542, $11,036 26. 


I am instructed by the Committee on the Li- 
brary to offer that amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think it my duty to raise 
a point of order in regard to that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the point of order is 


made, the Chair must decide the amendment out 


| of order. 


Mr. PETTIT. 
I would like to make a suggestion to the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will hear the 
gentleman. 

Mr. PETTIT. Isubmit that this is the proper 
lace for the amendmentif it comesinatall. This 


is a matter which by law was placed within the | 


| control of the Jeint Committee on the Library, 


and this section of the bill relates to the Library 
of Coneress. 
nearly connected with the subject as to make it 
applicable. If the Chair rules otherwise, I shall 
propose it as an additional section to come in at 
the end of the bill. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I only wish to say, that if 


the amendment would be appropriate to any ap- 
| propriation bill, it is a deficiency. The Commit- 
| teeof Waysand Means considered it and rejected 


|, it. I therefore deemed it my duty to make the 


| point of order. 


| in ry to the gentleman. 


| the Joint Committee on the Library. 
| onty been done at this time, and therefore the - 
appropriation asked for is not a deficiency. The 


state that it would be cheaper to hire the hauling || 


now done by these carriages and horses than it 
is to keep the carriages and horses. I think it 
would be very proper that this item should be 
stricken out, and to Jet the hauling required to be 
done be hired. 
' The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. 1 move to strike out line 


Mr. PETTIT. I have only one word to say, 
posed is no deficiency at all, and for this reason: 
the act of 26th August, 1842, which directed the 
publication of the results of the exploring expe- 
dition, put that publication completely within the 


control of the Joint Committee on the Library. | 


As a consequence of that, and making use of the 
powers belonging to that committee, they entered 


into various contracts with authors and artists, | 
the amount to be paid to each of whom was to | 


depend on estimates, to be afterwards made by 
That has 


amount could not be paid till the estimate had 
been agreed upon by the Library Committee. 1 
submit, therefore, that this is no deficiency. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair adheres to its 
original judgment, and rules the amendment out 
of order. 

Mr. BRANCH. I offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the close of line nine hundred 


| and sixty: 


And hereafter the Superintendent of Public Printing shall 
submit to Congress, at the commencement of ench session, 
detailed estimates for the sums required for the Government 


printing office ; and he shall also submit 9 report, showing | 


the payments made during the preceding year under his 
direction. 


The object of my amendment is, that Congress 


may have a practical control over the expendi- | 


' tures tobe made in the Government printing office. 


|| ing whether the money appropriated by | 


1] 
should like to have | item in this aerengrinion bill is, I presume, to be 
|| expended by the 


Before the decision is made, || 


I apprehend, then, that it is so | 


Vhat is now pro- | 
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That is to be a very large establishment 
| which will be peculiarly liable to abuses: and | 
think that the very best security we can tal 
against abuses in that establishment, wil! bai 
insist, at the very outset, on the strictest respone. 
ibility on the part of all those connected y a - 
| and that Congress shall have the means of jude. 


—OoOne 


lo 


; . . aw has 
| been judiciously and properly expended. ‘T),, 
| overnment printing office. W, 
| find here—and I make no complaint of the ehai;. 
| man of the Committee of Ways and Means fi 

| it—that the whole appropriation for printing— 
$70,000—is put in in a lump, without any items 
or details at all as to the manner in which the 
_money is to be used. I have no doubt that th. 
Committee of Ways and Means have examined 
that matter, and know that the money is to be 
properly used. But I think that, if we require the 
| Superintendent of Printing hereafter to tel] ys in 
advance the particular items for which the mo) 


: ley 
| will be required, we will have taken one of th» 
| very best securities that we can take against 
| abuses in the Government printing office, — 


The amendment was agreed to. 


| Mr.SHERMAN. Lam directed by the Com- 

mittee of Ways and Means to offer the followins 
||} amendment, to come in after line two hundred 
_ and eighty-three: 

For blank books, binding, office furniture, carpeting, two 
| daily newspapers published in the city of Washington, fijey 
and papers, bounty land service, and miscellaneous items, 
| $1,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I propose to amend, by 
| 


| striking out the following clause in the bill; 
‘Por additional clerks in the General Land Office, under 

the act of 3d March, 1855, granting bounty land, and for Ja 

| borers employed therein, $58,400: Provided, That the Sey 

| retary of the Interior, at his discretion, shall be, and he is 

| hereby, authorized to use any portion of said appropriation 

| for piece work, or by the day, week, wonth, or year, as 

such rate or rates as he may deem just and fair.” 

This is a special appropriation, providing for 
| operations in the Land Office occasioned by the 
| bounty land act of 1855, granting bounty lands to 

the old soldiers. The business arising under that 
| law has, in a great measure, been completed; and 

I understand that there are in the Land Office a 
| great many more clerks than there is business for. 

I have understuod, for example, that some of the 
| clerks have only for their daily labor to fill up the 
|| blanks in twenty-five land patents that are laid 
on their desk, and then taken away—an amount 
|| of labor which any erdinary scrivener could per- 
form in less thaf an hour. 
| tis the same in the other Departments of the 
| Government. There are in all the Departments 
| many more clerical employés than are necessary. 
|| They are merely a burden on the public Treas- 
‘ury. The clerks for whom this clause provides 
|| payment are so manifestly unnecessary that } am 
|| opposed to having an appropriation made for their 
| further continuance in office. The omission ot 
|| this item will be a sufliciently significant expres- 
|| sion of opinion on the part of Congress to Ue 
|| Secretary of the Interior, that he should discharge 
|| that portion of the clerical force of his Depar' 
ment. I therefore hope that it will be struck out, 
|| and then we will not, of course, have an estimate 
|| made for it again. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The clerical force of this 
Department has been very much reduced with!) 
|| the last year or two. Atthe last session of ( on- 
gress the Committee of Ways and Means a¢ 
dressed to the Commissioner of Public Lands a 
letter of inquiry in regard to the duties of the 
| elerks in his department, and as to the necessity 
of keeping them. His reply was entirely satts- 
factory. {It showed that although a great portion 
of the duties of the office had been discharged, yet 
| the number of applications to be constantly Th . 
| upon required the force then asked for. *)* 
force was granted. This thing must be, as ame 








| 
| 
} 


} 


| and I think that if we were to act in the dark anc 


|| reduce the clerical force of the Departments, s : 
nigh 


| out full information on the subject, we 


great injury to the public service. I trust, there- 


© - . . ! 
fore, that the original appropriation will be mac 


he scres 
We must depend, to some extent, on the disci 


tion of these executive officers. 


| 
i| 
i! amendment; and it was not agreed to. 


| ter of course, left to the diseretion of these ofhicers: 
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AYNARD $ 


1861. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I would inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means 
whether there has been any reduction of clerical 
in the Pension Office? We know, as a mat- 


fore 


TH 


Qist instant, inquires, “ whether any of the offices of the 


| surveyors general cau be discontinued without detriment | 


er of fac at the business of that office has been a 
cer of Tact, os : | in the several districts,’ &c., (Statutes at Large, vol. 5, || 


reduced one half or three fourths within the last 
two years. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am happy to say that the 
appropriation for that office is about $27,000 less 
than that of Jast year. There is, therefore, a 
decrease. 

Mr. MAYNARD. That is about twenty-five 
per cent. diminution. 
Committee of Waysand Means satisfied that this 
is as great a reduction as can be made consist- 
ently with the public service? 


Mr. SHERMAN. I suppose it is. It has been | 


1] of Florida. 


made by the transfer of clerks from that bureau 
to other bureaus, where their services seemed to 
be indispensably necessary. 

{ move the following amendment, to come in 
after the word *‘ warrants,”’’ in line three hundred 
and seventy-six : 

And for contingent expenses, under act of 3d March, 1855, 
granting bounty lands, and amendatory act of 4th May, 1856, 


for patents and other records, stationery, and miscellaneous | 


items on account of bounty land under said act. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VANDEVER. [offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in after the clause: 


For compensation of the surveyor general of Kansas and 
Nebraska, and the clerks in his oflice, $8,300: Provided, 


‘That from and atter June 30, 1861, the surveyor general’s | 


office for Kansas and Nebraska shall be discontinued ; that 


the office of the surveyor general of Wisconsin and Iowa | 


shall be removed from Dubuque to Sioux city, in the State 
of lowa; and that Kansas and Nebraska shall be added 
tw the district now composed of Wisconsin and lowa 


and the Territory of Minnesota, commonly called Dakota; 


which, together, shall hereafter compose one surveying 
district; the surveyor general for which shall receive the 
same compensation heretofore allowed surveyors general 
for cither of said districts ; and so much of the money as is 
herein appropriated for clerks, fuel, books, stationery, and 


other incidental expenses of the said surveyor general’s | 


offices, as they have heretotore existed, as may be neces- 
sary, be and the same is hereby appropriated for the re- 
moval of the books and records to the new surveyor gen- 
eral’s office at Sioux City, and for the support thereof: 
-Ind provided further, That Wisconsin shall be added to 
the surveyor general of Minnesota. 


This amendment, Mr. Chairman, will have the 


Is the chairman of the | 


port: 
That the first section of an act, approved Jane 12, 1840, 
“For the discontinuance of the office of surveyor general | 


page 384, and amendatory act of January 22, 1553, vol. 10, 
page 152,) confer sufficient authority for the discontinuance 


| of surveyors general offices; and, pursuant to the same, 
| the following offices have been closed: For the surveying 


effect of discontinuing one of the offices ofsurveyor | 


general; making one office less, and consequently 


reducing the costof the service. Atpresent, Min- | 


nesola 1s a surveying district by itself. The sur- 


veys in lowa are nearly completed; and we are in- | 
a ‘4 6% «6 os " } 
formed by the Commissioner of the General Land 


Office that, in the course of a year or two, all the 
records will be ready to be handed over to the 
General Land Office. I have on my desk a letter 
from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
stating that the office in lowa cannot, for the pres- 
ent, be discontinued without detriment to the pub- 
lic service. It simply proposes, for the present 
time, to add that to Kansas and Nebrash, 


sourl river, contiguous to the lands of Kansas, 


Nebraska, Dakota, and lowa—the western part | 


of that State near the Missouri river embracing 
almost all of the unsurveyed lands within the 
limits of the State. My amendment will reduce 
the amount necessary to be appropriated. 

This matter was referred to the Committee on 


Public Lands, by a resclution introduced into | 


this House from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 
that resolution, applied for information to the De- 
partment of the Interior, or rather to the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office. 
here several letters in response to the inquiries of 
the Committee on Public Lands. The substance 
of them is to the effect that the surveyor general’s 
fice in lowa cannotat present be dispensed with 
without serious detriment to the cai tie service. 


Itis recommended that the consolidation proposed | 
shall be made, and that Lowa shall be added to | 
It is recommended that Kansas, | 


the district. 


ebras . 
N oraska, Dakota, and Iowa, compose one dis- 
‘tict. ‘The proposition to remove the surveyor 


The Committee on Public Lands, under | 


I have | 


fa, and | 
to remove the office to Sioux City, onthe Mis- | 


feneral’s office to Sioux City is included in the | 


amendment at my own instance. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Let the letters you have be 


read, 
Mr. VANDEVER. Here they are. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 
Genera. Lanp Orrice, December 27, 1860. 


Sir: The 
auves on th 





resolution adopted in the House of Represent- | 
e 19th, and filed in this office by you on the '' 


district of Mississippi, in 1849; of Alabama, in 1850; north- | 


west of the Ohio, in 1857; and of Arkansas, in 1859. 

That there exist at the present time eleven different 
offices of surveyors general in operation, to wit: 

1. At St. Louis, Missouri, for the surveying district of 
Illinois and Missouri. 


2. At Donaldsonville, Louisiana, for the surveying dis- | 


trict of Louisiana, both of which are in contemplation of 
being discontinued at an early period. 
3. At St. Augustine, Florida, for the surveying district 
4. At Dubuque, Iowa, for the surveying district of Wis- 
consin and fowa, and the Territory of Minnesota, com- 
monly known as Dakota. 


Minnesota. 


6. At Nebraska City, Nebraska Territory, for the sur- | 


veying district of Kansas and Nebraska. 
7. At Santa Fe, New Mexico, for the surveying district 
of New Mexico. 

8. At San Francisco, California, for the surveying dis- 
trict of California. 

9. At Eugene City, Oregon, for the surveying district of | 
Oregon. 


10. At Olympia, Washington Territory, for the survey- | 


| 
| 
ing district of Washington Territory; and 1] 


11. At Salt Lake City, Utah ‘Territory, for the surveying | 
district of Utah Territory. 

The foregoing offices of the surveyors general, numbered 
3 to 11, both inclusive, cannot,in the opinion et this office, 
be discontinued within the present, or perhaps next fiscal 
year, without detriment to the publie service under the 
provisions of the acts of Congress above mentioned, for the 
reason that these laws contemplate the completion of the 
surveys in a whole district before winding up; and this has 
not been done in toto in these districts. 

It will be observed, however, that No. 4 is a surveying 
district, consisting of, first. State of lowa; second, State of 
Wisconsin; third, Minnesota, or Dakota, Territory. 

The surveys in lowa are completed; yet there is a large 
amount of office-work, requiring, perhaps, a coup!te years 
to complete, which must be done betore the surveying 
archives can be transferred to the State authorities. If 
Congress should confer power upon the Departinent for 
consolidation of surveying districts, or annexing them to 
others, containing also authority for transfer of jocation of 
surveyors general offices, in cases of such consolidation, 
then the lowa portion of district No. 4 could be attached to, 
say, the Kansas and Nebraska district office, now at Ne 


braska City, and Dakota to Minnesota, leaving, if deemed || 


| proper, Wisconsin as a separate district. 





The resolution filed by you, in this office, is herewith 
returned. 


I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient ser- | 


vant, JOSEPH 8S. WILSON, 


Commissioner. 


| Hon. Witriam Vanpever, of the Committee of Public 


Lands, House of Representatives. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Wasuinetron, December 31, 1860. 

Sir: | have the honor to inclose the Ictter of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, of the 27th instant, 
in relation to the surveying districts and surveyors general 
offices, and proposed changes therein. I approve this let- 
ter, except as to the form of a consolidation, suggested in 
the last paragraph. I think it would be a better arrange- 


ment to attach Lowa, and the Territory called Dakota, to 


the Nebraska district, and Wisconsin tothe Minnesota dis- 


trict; thus reducing the number of offices without detriment | 


to the public service. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. THOMPSON, Seerctary. 


Hon. W. Vanpever, of Committee on Public Lands, United | 


States House of Representatives. 


Mr. COBB. 
proposition moved by the gentleman from lowa. 
As I understand, he moves that the surveyor 


general’s office shall be removed from the place | 
where it now is, that is, from Nebraska City, to | 


Sioux City. 

Mr. VANDEVER. I merely propose to add 
Dakota and Iowa to the district of cena and 
Nebraska, and to remove the office to Sioux City. 


Mr. COBB. There is no motion, then, to abol- 

It is | 
proposed to add Iowa to the Kansas district. | 
Now, sir, the public lands in Iowa have all, or | 


ish the surveyor general’s office in Iowa. 


nearly all, been surveyed, while the public lands 
in Kansas, Nebraska, and Dakota have not been 
surveyed. Yet the gentleman from lowa boldly 
offers in this House a proposition to remove the 


5. At St. Paul, Minnesota, for the surveying district of | 
| 
i 


Let me exactly understand this | 
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| to the public service.’ I have, therefore, the honor to re- || 
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Kansas, Nebraska, and Dakota? Is it fair, is it 


just, to remove that surveyor general’s office off 
|| some five or seven hundred miles? 


Ought it to 


| be removed into the gentleman’s State, where 





the public lands have been surveyed? Is therea 
particle of justice in che proposition, I believe it 


| is recommended that the surveyor general's office 


in Iowa be abolished. 
where it is located, 
Mr. ALDRICH. Iris located at Dubuque. 
Mr. COBB. = It is recommended that that office 
at Dubuque shall be abolished. Ido notsee why 
it should be abolished. It is not only not pro- 
»osed to abolish that office, but it is even moved 
ty the gentleman from lowa, that the office 
shall be removed from Nebraska to Sioux City, 
in that State; thus compelling the people of the 
Territories to travel five or seven hundred miles 
further than they now have to do. As 1 have 
already stated, it is proposed to remove the office 
from the Territories where the lands are net sur- 
veyed, to where they are nearly all pera: 
There is no justice in the proposition. Why, then, 
should we do this acknowledged injustice to the 
Territories of Kansas, Nebraska, and Dakota? 
Let the office remain where it ought to be, in the 
Territories where the lands remain to be surveyed. 
Mr. VANDEVER. Ican, by asimple explan- 
ation, remove the objection of the gentleman from 
Alabama. Even admitting all the statements of 


I forget, at this moment, 


| the gentleman to be correct, I do not see that the 


| the one or the other bank of the river. 


injustice would be so glaring as the gentleman 
suggests it would. It would not be so glaring 
even if the instructions for surveying the public 
lands in any of these Territories were required 
to emanate from Washington city, or from any 
point inside or outside of the States. In the prog- 
ress of things, these surveys will continue but a 
few years longer. Itisa matter of comparatively 
little importance to the people in the ‘Territories 
where the office of the surveyor general may be 
located. The people at large have little or no busi- 
ness to do with the surveyor general’s office. 
They do not have any business with it until the 
completion of the surveys, and the records are 
handed over to the State authorities. The gen- 
tleman from Alabama knows that even to-day the 
most of the information sought for from the va- 
rious surveying districts is sought for in the oity 
of Washington. The most of the information 


| desired is procured from the General Land Office 


in this city. The surveyors of the United States 


|| are not authorized to enter into general corre- 


spondence with the people of their land districts. 


| It is proper that they should not, and that the in- 


formation should be sought for at the General 
Land Office. 

Another thing: here is a vast body of unsur- 
veyed land within the limits of Dakota. Settlers 
are crowding into that Territory; and if the gen- 
tleman’s argument be a good one, the people of 
that Territory may justly complain that this 
office is now so far off upon the Missouri river. 
Sioux City, however, isacentral point. Missouri 
river divides lowa from the opposite Territory, 
and it does not matter whether this office is upon 
Sioux 
City is the terminus of a railway which will soon 
be completed and in operation. It is easy of ac- 
cess from all points on the Missouri river, It is 
a safe as well asa proper place to serve as the 
depository for the records of surveys. It isa 
place where deputy surveyors may speedily 
receive their supplies to fit them for the field. I 
offer the amendment. It is recommended by the 
Secretary of the Interior, as well as by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has 
expired. 


Mr. COBB. Iwas not aware before that the 
gentleman’s speech was being made in my time. 
T will ceniiel to what he has said. It is notonly 
the people at large who are interested; but the 


| surveyors themselves, who contract to do the 


surveyor general’s office from Nebraska City to | 


Sioux City; to remove it from Nebraska Terri- 
tory into the State of lowa. He proposes, in 
other words, to remove that office from the Ter- 
ritories, where the lands are not yet surveyed, 
to a State where they are all surveyed. Do not 
gentlemen, at the mere statement of the proposi- 
tion, at once perceive its injustice with regard to 


1 


surveying, are also interested. Suppose a man 
takes a contract to survey Dakota: is it fair to 
compel him to go all the way to Sioux City, in the 
State of lowa? Ido not myself perceive the least 
necessity for establishing this surveyor general’s 
office at Sioux City, when all the lands in lowa 
have been surveyed; when, sir, no lands are left 
for survey. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was rejected. 


: 
i 
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; 
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a, 
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The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 
bill. 

Mr. BRANCH. I presume that the appropri- 
ations made in this bill for the public prinung are 
with a view to its being executed in the Govern- 
ment printing office ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Such is the law. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 





** Por paper and printing of the Executive Departments, 
including the paper, priuting, and binding the Biennial 
Register and the annual statement of commerce and navi- 
gation, and the paper and printing of the annual estimates 


of appropriations, $55,000.” 

Mr. PETTIT. I move to amend that para- 
graph by adding the following: 

Provided, That the preparation of the said Register shall 


be made under the direction of the Secretary of the In- 
terior. 


Formerly, sir, this work was prepared by the 
Secretary of State. It was when the Federal com- 
missions were countersigned by him, and issued 
under the seal then in his office. At this time 
this duty more properly belongs to the Depart- 
ment of the Interior. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Is it not the law now that 
it shall be prepared in the Department of the In- 
terior? 

Mr. PETTIT. It is not the law. It was rec- 
ommended at the last session by the Assistant 
Secretary of State. It is proposed in a bill now 
pending in the Senate; but with a view to reach 
the matter at once, | have moved the amendment 
now before the committee. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 


was agreed to, 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


[ move to amend, by in- 
serung the following: 


For contingent expenses to reimburse Wilson Shannon, 
while acting Governor of the Territory of Kansas, $156. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PORTER. 
nent: 

For providing proper furniture for the new court-house 
and post office at Indianapolis, Indiana, $5,000. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
order? 

Mr. PORTER. 
completed this public building in Indianapolis, 
and this furniture is necessary in order to allow 
of its being occupied. 

Mr. BRANCH. 1 raise the point of order, if 
nobody else does. 

Mr. PORTER. If we do not appropriate this 
money, this building will not be in a condition to 
be occupied for the purposes of a court-house and 
a post office, for which it was designed. While 


Is that amendment in 


$120,000 has been appropriated for the erection 
of this building, no appropriation has yet been | 
made for supplying it with the necessary furni- | 


ture. I hold that this amendment is not out of 
order. It is within the spirit of the rule of the 
House, which is as follows: 


‘* No appropriation shall be reported in such general ap- || 


propriation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, 
jor any expenditure not previously authorized by law, un- 
less in continuation of appropriations for such public works 


and objects as are already in progress, and bor the contin- | 


gencies for carrying on the several departments of the Gov- 
ernment.’”’ 

This amendment must be considered as provid- 
ing for the completion of a work now in progress 
of construction, If this furniture be not provided, 


I move the following amend- | 


The Government has nearly | 


'| season when fires are necessary. It occurs tome, | tific results of that expedition. 
that out of these twenty-two Jaborers, one mght || made at that time stipulated, eit 








be found, by rotation during the cold season, to 
attend to the fires, without the necessity of em- 
ploying an additional laborer for that purpose, 
and that that item might be stricken out. I would 
make the office of President as dignified a one as 
possible, but I would rather that it should rest 
more upon the character of the incumbent than 
upon the number of subordinates placed around 
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January 7, 


The contracts 
her in the pro- 


'| gress or upon the completion of their work, acer. 


|, scientific gentlemen, among whom are A 
him. I think we can dispense with that officer;and || Dr. Gould, and Professors Gray, Torry 
| ys rry 


therefore | move to strike out lines seven hundred | 


and eighty-six and seven hundred and eighty- 
seven, which provide for a fireman. 
The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. [am directed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment, to come in just here: 


| 
For furnishing the President’s House, to be expended | 


under the direction of the President, in addition to the pro- 
ceeds of sale of such of the furniture and equipage as may 


| be decayed and unfit for use, $20,000. 


For introducing the Potomac water into the President’s 
House, $4,420. 


I will state that the first appropriation is the 
same as has heretofore been granted every four 


|| zeore for refurnishing the President’s House. 


‘our years ago the sum was $28,000. 

The sccond appropriation is for introducing the 
Potomac water into the President’s House. This 
is deemed proper, not only for the safety of the 


| building, but for the health and convenience of 


the inmates. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I see in one of the papers 
that give the public everything which relates to the 
private affairs of public men, that the President 


elect was either in, or about to be in, the city of | 


New York, to lay in furniture for the White 
House. I do not know whether this appro- 
yriation is designed to cover those bills or not. 
Laughter.} But I am in favor of doing as much 
for the incoming President as we did for the out- 
going President. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PETTIT. As the bill has now been read 
through, I offer,as an amendment, the following 
additional section: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there is hereby 
further appropriated, in like manner, to pay arrears due 


the authors and artists of the exploring expedition, in pur- 
suance of the act of August 6, 1842, $11,036 26. 


The appropriation which is asked for in this | 
additional section, is for the purpose of paying, 
/as it is expressed therein, the arrears due the 
| authors and artists connected with the exploring 


expedition, under the act of August, 1842. The 
Joint Committee on the Library were directed to 


publish an account of the results of that expedi- | 


tion. The form, as well as the matter, of the pubh- 
cation, was prescribed by the law. ‘The commit- 


| tee has been steadily pursuing that object, acting 


| merely as the right hand of Congress, without 








the building cannot be used for the purposes for | 


which it was designed. I hold the amendment 


is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order raised by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, and rules the amendment out of order. 

Mr. MAYNARD. There is some information 
sometimes to be derived from the consideration of 
these appropriation bills, and a sort of informa- 
tion, too, very acceptable to the people, who want 
to know where the money of this Government 

oes to, On this 33d page of the bill provision 
1s made for the compensation of some thirty sub- 
ordinates around the person of the President, and 
among them I find that there are twenty-two la- 
borers employed in the President’s grounds and 
garden. Here isalso a furnace keeper at a salary 
of $600 a year. Those of us who do not know 
any better, would suppose that those laborers 
would be employed principally during the warm 
season of the year, when they could work in the 
garden, and the furnace keeper only in the winter 


| 
| 





= 


any discretion of their own upon the subject. At 
the last session of Congress, there being no -- 
propriation for this object, a suspension of the 
work was practically made. The amount now 
proposed to be appropriated, is due to scientific 
gentlemen and artists who have been employed 
by the committee in connection with that work; 
and it is proper that it should be provided for in 
this manner. I have already said that I have 
moved this amendment under the direction of the 
Joint Committee on the Library. 

Mr. BRANCH. As usual, there is so much 
noise and confusion that I cannot hear what is 
going on. I would inquire whether | understood 
the gentleman from Indiana to say that this 


| amount of money is necessary for the payment of 


salaries during the time this work has been sus- 
pended by reason of the non-action of Congress? 
Mr. P IT. Inreply to the gentleman from 


| North Carolina, I will read the first section of the 


act under which this work has been done. It is 


enacted that— 

* There shall be published under the supervision and di 
rection of the Joint Committee on the Library an account 
of the discoveries made by the exploring expedition under 


' the command of Lieutenant Wilkes of the United States 


Navy; which account shall be prepared with illustrations, 


| and published in a torm similar to the voyage of the .4stro- 


labe, lately published by the Government ot France.” 


The Committee on the Library, in 1842, and 
subsequently, but all earlier than 1850, entered 
into engagements with scientific gentlemen for the 
purpose of embodying, in proper form, the scien- 
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tain compensation. Appropriations have been 
made from time to time, and accordingly pay 
ments have been made from time to time, to the 
various persons connected with the work. There 
is now this amount of arrears duc to the 


. d several 
gentlemen, all of whom, with one eXcepti 


On, are 


rn Rei 
548siz, 


we 
vant, and others. roe 

Mr. BRANCH. If the gentleman states, as 
chairman of the Joint Committee on the Library 
that this money is due, under the contract, I have 
nota word to say in opposition to the amendment 

Mr. PETTITT. Such is the fact. ; 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. HUGHES. I offer the following amend- 
ment as an additional section: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there is hereby 
further appropriated, in like manner, for the preparation 
and publication of the charts of the exploring expedition 
under the command of Captain C. Ringgold, United States 
Navy, $7,500. 

I will briefly explain the object of the amend- 
ment. In 1852 Congress ordered the fitting out of 
an expedition for the purpose of making surveys 
of the Straits of Sumatra, the northwestern coast 
of Siberia, and of Behring Straits. In consequence 
of indisposition, after certain duties had been per- 
formed, Captain Ringgold retired from the expe- 


| dition, and the command was turned over to Lieu- 


tenant Richards, of the Navy. Since then, appro- 


| priations have been made by Congress for the 


purpose of publishing the charts and the results 
attained by Lieutenant Richards. There is on 
hand a large amount of useful information—and I 
can speak of it from personal knowledge—which 
ought to be suhiohek Bea the benefit of the Navy 
and of commerce. This amendmentsimply pro- 
poses to carry out the intention of Congress, under 
the law, that these results should be published to 


| the world. Of course, when an exploring expe- 


dition is fitted out, it is not necessary, in the bill 
authorizing it, to specify that the charts shall be 
published. That follows as a necessary conse- 
quence, because it is in that way alone that the 
results of the expedition can be secured. I sub- 
mit, therefore, that the amendment is not only 
germanc to the purposes of the bill, but that there 
are reasons, and the strongest possible reasons, 
why the committee should adopt it. 

Mr. VANDEVER. I raise the question of or- 
der whether this is an appropriation that is pro- 
vided for by any existing law, and whether the 
amendment is in order? 

Mr. HUGHES. Before the Chair makes his 
decision, I would simply say that I supposed I 
had met that objection already. An appropriation 
was made under authority of law for the purpose 
of fitting out this exploring expedition; and this 
is merely a provision for the publication of the 
results of that expedition, which must have been 
contemplated when the law was passed. It can- 
not be imagined for a moment that the Govern- 
ment intended to send out an expedition for the 
purpose of making surveys and explorations and 
gathering results together, which were not to be 
published. I contend, therefore, that this 1s a 
direct result of the law of 1852, providing for the 
fitting out of the expedition; otherwise all the 
money you have expended upon it—and you have 
expendeda great deal—would be thrown away, be- 
cause these astronomical observations and sound- 
ings are of no manner of use unless you give them 
substance through charts and reports. Thisisa 
necessary result—it is a corollary from the prev!- 
ous legislation. It is therefore as directly under 
the authority of law as any expenditure which 
could have been made under the law of 1852. 

Mr. VANDEVER. | do not regard it as ne- 
cessary to carry on the regular operations of the 
Government. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Iowa insist on his point of order? 

Mr. VANDEVER. I do. . 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendment out of order. 


Mr. PORTER. I offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the bill: . 

Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That there is hereby 
further appropriated, for completing and providing Preai- 
furniture for the new court-house and post office at!” 
anapolis, Indiana, $5,000. 
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Mr. MAYNARD. Is not that the same prop- | ask the unanimous consent of the House to intro- 


osition which came up awhile ago? If it is, I 
must raise the same point of order upon it, 

Mr. PORTER. here is alaw providing for 
the completion of this building. This amendment | 
proposes an appropriation for that purpose. It 
is for the continuation of a public work. It seems 
to me that it is clearly in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
thatthe amendment is more out of order now than | 
it was when it was ruled out before. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move thatthe committec | 
rise, and report the bill to the House. 

Mr. GARNETT demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. GARNETT | 
and Baspitr were appointed, 


The committee divided; and the teers reported | 


—ayes 86, noes 3; no quorum voting. 
The roll was accordingly called; and the fol- | 


lowing members failed to answer to their names: |) 


Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Ashmore, Barr, Barret, Bo- 
cock, Bonham, Botcler, Boyee, Brabson, Bristow, Burn- 
ham, Butterfield, Campbell, Case, Horace F. Clark, Clark 
B. Cochrane, Conkling, Corwin, Burton Craige, Crawford, | 
Curry, Curtis, Davidsop, H. Wiuter Davis, Reuben Davis, 
Dunn, Edmundson, Farnsworth, Ferry, Fouke, Graham, 


J. Morrison Harris, Hill, Hindman, William A. Howard, || 


Humphrey, Jackson, Jenkins, Keitt, William Kellogg, | 
Killinger, Kunkel, lamar, Larrabee, Leake, Logan, Love, | 
Maclay, Marston, McQueen, Miles, Millson, Sydenham | 
Moore, Morrill, Isaac N. Morris, Nelson, Noell, Pendleton, | 
Phelps, Potter, Pugh, Quaries, Reagan, Join H. Reynolds, 
Christopher Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, Scott, Scranton, Wil- 
liam Smith, Somes, Stallworth, James A. Stewart, Stout, 
Stratton, Tappan, Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, | 
Van Wyck, Verree, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Webster, 
Whiteley, Windom, Winsiow, Woodruff, and Woodson. 

The committee then rose; and the Speaker | 
having resumed the chair, Mr. Erneninge re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had 
under consideration the legislative, executive, and 
judicial appropriation bill; and finding itself with- 
out a quorum, had caused the roll to be called, 
and the absentees noted, and had directed him to 
report the names of the absentees to the House. 

A quorum being now present, the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union resumed 
its session. 

The question being on Mr. SHerman’s motion 
that the committee do now rise, and report the bill | 
to the House, | 

Mr. GARNETT withdrew his call for a 
division. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


resumed the chair, Mr. Ernermce reported that || 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had under consid- | 
eration the bill (H.. R. Ne. 892) making appro- | 
priations for the expenses of the legislative, exec- | 
utive, and judicial departments of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending June 30, 1862, and had | 
directed him to reportthe.same to the House with | 
sundry amendments, and with a recommendation | 
that it do pass. 

Mr. SHERMAN moved the previous question 
on the bill. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 

main question ordered. 

The amendments reported by the Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union were sev- | 
erally read and agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read | 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr, SHERMAN moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to | 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INDIAN IFOSTILITIES IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. BURCH, by unanimous consent, submit- | 
ted the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That House bill No. 299, entitled “ A bil! for 
the payment of expenses incurred in the suppression of | 
lndian hostilities in the State of California,” together with 
the ainendments reported by the Military Committee, be 
made the speciai order of the day in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Uniew fur the third Thursday 
(the 17th) of January, instant. 


Mr. BURCH moved to reconsider the vote by | 





| duce a joint resolution providing for amendments 
| to the Constitution of the United States. 
| so, sir, for the purpose of getting them before the 


and of having them printed. I will send them to 
the Clerk’s desk, that they may be read. If ob- 
jection be made, I will move a suspension of the 
rules. 

I will state to the House frankly that I do not 
want the resolution acted on to-day. I do not 
want any vote upon it to-day. Butifitis printed, 
it will be placed upon the tables of members, and 
each one can read it and consider it for himself. 
I do not intend to provoke any debate upon it in 
the House. The influences I intend to resort to to 
| get itadopted will be an earnestappeal te the judg- 
ment of members 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
to the resolution. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Well, 1 move a suspen- 
| sion of the rules, to enable me to introduce the 
resolution. 

Mr. HUGHES. 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I object. 

Mr. ADRAIN. We have a right to have the 
resolution read. 

The SPEAKER. 
| have it read. 

Mr. BURNETT. I rise for the purpose of 
respectfully making an inquiry of the Speaker. 
It 1s the first time 4 believe, that it has been de- 
| cided that we have a right to have a resolution 
read which is not before the House. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman can have an 
| answer from the Chair. The Chair is of opinion 





I object to debate and 





House is entitled to know what the resolution is. | 


[Cries of ** Certainly.’’] Upon the motion to sus- 


| pend the rules, therefore, the Chair thinks the | 


gentleman from Tennessee is entitled to have his 
proposition read. 


The Clerk read Mr. Erneninge’s resolution, || 


as follows: 


A joint resolution providing for amendments to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 

the following amendments to the Constitution of the United 


or ratification : 

ArTicLe 1. Congress shall have no power to interfere 
| with slavery in any of the States of the Union. 

Art. 2. Congress shall have no power to interfere with 
or abolish slavery in any of the navy-yards, dock-yards, 
arsenals, forts, or other places ceded to the United States, 
within the limits of any States where slavery exists. 

Art. 3. Congress shall have no power to interfere with 
| or abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, without the 

consent of the States of Maryland and Virginia; nor with- 
out the consent of the inhabitants of said District; nor 
without making just compensation to the owners. 

Art. 4. Congress shall have no power to prohibit the 


|| removal or transportation of slaves from one slave State to 


|| another slave State. 


Art. 5. The migration or importation of persons held 


the States, or the Territories belonging to the United States, 
is perpetually prohibited; and Congress shall pass all laws 
necessary to make said prohibition effective. 


States, not included within the limits of any State, which 
lies north of the parallel of 36° 30/ of north latitude, sla- 
very, or involuntary servitude, except for crime, whereof 





|| the party shall have been duly convicted, shall be prohib- 
' 


ited ; and in all that territory of the United States, not in- 
cluded within the limits of any State, which lies south of 
said parallel of 36° 30’ of north latitude, neither Congress 
nor any ‘l'erritorial Legislature shal! have power to pass 
any law abolishing, probibiting, or in any manner interfer- 
ing with the right to hold slaves; and whenever, in any 
portion of the territory owned by the United States north 
or south of the said parallel of 36° 30’, there shall be, within 
an area of not less than sixty thousand square miles, a pop. 
ulation equal to the ratio of representation for a member of 


Union as a State, upon the same footing with the original 
States in all respects whatever, with or without slavery, as 
its constitution may determine. 

| Arr. 7. No territory beyond the present limits of the 


| United States and the Territories thereof shall be hereafter | 
| acquired by, or annexed to, the United States, unless the | 


| same be done by a concurrent vote of two thirds of both 


| Houses of Congress, or, if the same be acquired by treaty, | 


| by a vote of two thirds of the Senate. 
Art. 8. Article four and section two of the Constitution 


Which the resolution was adopted; and alsomoved || of the United States shall be so amended as to read as fol- 


to lay the moti ; oH 
Bing motion to reconsider upon the table. | or other cine, (aghied the lows 6f oxid State.) who shall || 
, flee from jestice and be found in another State, shall, on | 


he latter motion was agreed to. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to 


lows: A person charged in any State with treason, felony, 


demand of the executive authority of the State from which 
he fled, be delivered up,to be removed to the State having 
jurisdiction ot the crime. 


I do || 


country and before the members of the House, | 


I ask for the reading of the || 


I think you have a right to | 


| that the motion to suspend the rules brings the | 
subject before the House in such a way that the 


States be proposed to the several States for their adoption 


to service or labor tor life, or a term of years, into any of 


Art. 6. In all that part of the territory of the United | 


Congress, the same shall be admitted by Congress into the | 
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|| .Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask for 

oe yeas and nays on the motion to suspend the 

} rules, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

| Mr. STEVENSON. Is it in order now to give 
notice of propositions to amend that resolution? 


| Mr. ETHERIDGE. 1 will say to the gentle- 
man, and to the House, that the only object I 


have in the world is to get the resolution before 
the House. 


Mr. STEVENSON. I onlydesire to say this: 
that I am just as much in favorof the gentleman’s 
motion as he is, except that I want to make all 
the territory north free, and all south slave. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Irise to a question of order. 
| I object to all debate. 

Mr. STEVENSON. If we are going to divide 
the territory, | want 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I hope we shall not consider 
any more of these resolutions proposing compro- 
mises. I hate them. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. As this is a very 
important question, I move that there be a call of 
| the House. 
|| Mr. BARKSDALE. This is the second at- 
| tempt that has been made this session to patch 
|| up a compromise, that will end in nothing, inmy 

| judgment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I call the gentleman 
|| from Mississippi to order. I object to debate. 

| The question was taken on Mr. Davis’s mo- 

tion; and the House refused to order a call. 

| Mr. BURNETT. I desire to ask the gentle- 
| man from Tennessee whether, if the rules are sus- 
|| pended, it is his intention to move the previous 
1 question on his resolution, so as to cut off amend- 














ments? 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. It is not. 
|| a vote on the proposition to-day. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
|| gentleman to order. 


1 do not want 


I call the 
No debate is in order. 
|| Mr. McCLERNAND. I wish to inquire of 
| the gentleman from Tennessee whether it is his 
| purpose to make the joint resolution the special 
| order for some future day? 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I intend to make that 
motion, if the House will suspend the rules. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I would inquire if this 


| is substantially the proposition agreed upon by 
the border States committee ? 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. Substantially. 
| Mr. LOVEJOY. Is this debate in order? 
| The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. Then I object to it. 
The question was taken on Mr. Ernerinee’s 
| motion to suspend the rules; and there were— 
yeas 83, nays 78; as follows: 


YEAS—Messers. Green Adams, Adrain, Allen, Thomas 
L. Anderson, William C. Anderson, Avery, Barret, Boceck, 
Branch, Briggs, Brown, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, 
Clemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cox, James Craig, John 
G. Davis, De Jarnette, Dimmick, English, Etheridge, 
Florence, Fouke, Garnet, Gilmer, Hale, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hardeman, John T. Harris, Haskin, Hatton, Hill, Hoard, 
Holman, Houston, William Howard, Hughes, Kunkel, Lar 
rabee, Janes M. Leach, Logan, Maclay, Mallory, Charles 
D. Martin, Elbert 8S. Martin, Maynard, MecClermmand, Me 
Kenty, McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Montgomery, 
Laban T. Moore, Moorhead, Edward Joy Morris, Niblack, 
Nixon, Pendleton, Peyton, Pryor, Quarles, Riggs, James 
C. Robinson, Rust, Scott, Sickles, Simms, William N. H. 
Smith, Spaulding, Stevenson, Stokes Taylor, Thayer, 
Theaker, Vallandigham, Vance, Webster, Wood, and 
|| Wright—83. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles I’. Adams, Aldrich, Alley, Asii- 
ley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Buf- 
| finton, Burlingame, Campbell, Carey, Coburn, Colfax, 

Dawes, Delano, Duell, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Farnswortl, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, 
|| Grow, Gurley, Hawkins, Helmick, Hickman, Humphrey, 
| Hutchins, Irvine, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, 
| Landrum, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, 

Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, Morse, Olin, Palmer, Perry, 
Pettit, Porter, Pottle, Reagan, Edwin R. Reynolds, Rice, 
Christopher Robinson, Royce, Sedgwick, Sherman, Spin- 
ner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan Tompkins, Train, 
— Vandever, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwaja 


|| der ar Jashburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Weils, and Wil- 
|} son—78., 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
| rules were not suspended. 

During the roll-call, 

| Mr. McKNIGHT said: Without committing 
| myself to this proposition, I vote “ ay.”’ 

Mr. REAGAN (when his name was called) 
said: As these propositions have been deliberately 
| rejected by the Republican caucus, | should hu- 

miliate myself and misrepresent my constituents 
\, by voting for them. I vote ‘‘no.’’ 
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Mr. AVERY stated that his colleague, Mr. 


Thomas, was absent upon a select committee of 


the House. 

Mr. SINGLETON (when his name was called) 
suid: Mr. Speaker, I must decline to vote upon 
this proposition, as | have done upon similar 
propositions heretofore. These questions will be 
decided by a convention representing the sover- 
eignty of my State, which ts in session to-day. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM (when his name was 
called) said: I prefer the original Crittenden prop- 
ositions, With certain amendments, as a basis for 


action, because they would settle the slavery ques- 


tion in the Territories definitively, as well south as 
north of 36° 30’, as also in all territory hereafter 
— Anything less than a complete, final, 
and irrepealable adjustment, right now, of the 
question of slavery, would be idle and mischiev- 
ous. But, as no action can be had upon the sub- 
ject in any form till the rules are suspended, [ 
vote “ay.” 

Mr. LOOMIS stated that Mr. Wooprurr was 
confined to his room by sickness, 

Mr. BRANCH made a similar statement with 
regard to three of his colleagues, Messrs. Craice, 
Rurrin, and Winsiow. 

Mr. COLFAX announced that Mr. Case was 
absent on business of the Flouse. 

Mr. QUARLES stated that Mr. Netson was 
engaged on the committee of thirty-three. 

Mr. AVERY said: Notwithstanding, as | un- 


derstand it, this is the same proposition substan- | 
tially that was before what is called the border | 


States committee, and that it has been repudiated | 


since by the Republican members of that com- 
mittee; and notwithstanding I feel humiliated that 
all propositions ef this sort should come from the 
South, yet sull 1 vote “ay.” 

The result of the vote was announced as above 
recorded. 


APPEAL IN COPY-RIGIIT CASES. 


Mr. COX. IL ask the unanimous consent of the 
House to take up House bill No. 554, to extend 
the right of appeal from decisions of circuit courts 
to the Supreme Court of the United States. 

‘There being no objection, the House proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill. It directs that, 
from all judgments and decrees of any cireuit 


court rendered in any action, suit, controversy, | 
or case, at law or in equity, under any lawof the | 


United States granting or confirming to authors 
the exclusive right to their respective writipgs, a 
writ of error or appeal, as the case may require, 
shall lie to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, in the same manner and under the same 
circumstances as is now provided by law in other 


judgements and decrees of such circuit courts, and 


inallother cases in which an injunction is awarded 
or granted by the decree, and also im all other | 


cases in which the court shall deem it reasonable 
to allow the writ of efror or appeal. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr.COX moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was passed; and also moved to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


APPROVAL OF MAJOR ANDERSON’S COURSE. 
Mr ADRAIN. 


tion: 

Resolved, That we fully approve of the bold and patriotic 
act of Major Anderson in withdrawing from Fort Moultrie 
10 Fort Sumter, and of the determination of the President 
to maintain that fearless officer in his present position ; and 
that we will support the President in all constitutional 
moasures to enforce the laws and preserve the Union. 


resolution. 

Mr. ADRAIN. If there be objection, I move 
to suspend the rules. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. On that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
ing of the resolution. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. BURNETT. I appeal to the gentleman 
from New Jersey that, in view of the present ex- 
cited condition of the country, he withdraw his 
resolution. [Cries of “ No!” ** No!’ from the 
Republican side of the House.] : 

Mr. ADRAIN. There is no member of the 


Lask for the read- 


I offer the following resolu- | 





| moment ago: you refused it. 


relations between the North and South; but yet | 


while the people of the country are approving the 
act of Major Anderson, | deem it but just and 
right that this House should 
approval of it. [Loud calls to ** Order !”’} 
Mr. BARKSDALE. 
do now adjourn. 
The motion was not acreed to. 


The question recurred on Mr. Aprati’s motion | 


to suspend the rules. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
Jersey will allow me—— 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object to debate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [am not going to debate it. 
I am going to say nothing more than this 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I call the gentleman to order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama cannot be permitted to proceed. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Let us vote on it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Before the vote is taken on 
the motion to suspend the rules, I ask leave to 
offer an amendment to the resolution. 

Several Members objected. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
to suspend the rules, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Before Iam com- 
pelled to vote, l ask for the reading of the reso- 
lution. 

The resolution was again read. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 124, nays 53; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 





rain, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, Willian, C. Anderson, Ashley, 


Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Brake, Brayton, Briggs, 
Butlinton, Burlingame, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Clemens, 
Coburn, John Cochrane, Colfax, Covode, Cox, John G, 
Davis, Dawes, Delano, Dimmick, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, 
Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Farnsworth, 
Ferry, Foster, Frank, French, Gilmer, Gooch, Grow, Gur- 
ley, Hale, Hall, Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Hol- 
man, William Uloward, William A. Howard, Hughes, 
Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, 


| William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Larrabee, DeWitt C. 


Leach, Logan, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Maclay, 
Marston, Charlies D. Martin, MeClernand, McKean, Mc- 
Kenty, McKnight, McPherson, Mitlhward, Montgomery, 
Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, 


I move that the House | 


If the gentleman from New | 


Fenton, | 


|| when his name was called, asked lc 


also declare its | 





Olin, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pottle, Edwin R. Rey- | 


nolds, Rice, Riggs, Christopher Robinson, James C. Rob- 
inson, Royee, Sedgwick, Sherman, Sickles, Spaulding, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stratton, 
Tappan, ‘Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, 
Vandever, Wade, Waldron, Waiton, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burn, Etiihu B. Washburne, Webater, Wells, Wilson, Win 
dom, and Wood—124. 

NAYS—Messrs. Thomas lL. Anderson, Avery, Barks- 
dale, Barret, Bocock, Bouligny, Branch, Brown, Burch, 
Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, James Craig, Craw- 
ford, De Jarnette, Florence, Garnett, Gartrell, Hamilton, 
Hardeman, Jolin T. Harris, Hatton, Hawkins, Dill, Hous- 
ton, Jones, Kunkel, Landrum, James M. Leach, Love, 
Mallory, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, McRae, Sydenham 
Moore, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Pryor, Quarles, Rea- 
gan, Rust, Scott, Simms, Singleton, William N.H. Smith, 
Stevenson, Stokes, Taylor, Vallandigham, Vance, and 
Wright—53. 

So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were suspended, and the resolution was 
brought before the House. 

During the vote, 

Mr. HUGHES (when his name was called) 
said: As | desire to see a fair and square vote on 
every proposition similar to the one now before 


| the House, I vote **ay.”’ 


Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, (when his 
name was called,) said: I do not desire to give 
any vote now or hereafter that will tend to in- 
crease the excitement in the public mind already 
so intensified. I do not wish to give any vote of 


| commendationto Mr. Anderson or Mr. Buchanan 


in connection with the existing momentous issue 
of union or disunion. I would, above all things, 


like to give a complimentary vote to any man or 
| set of men who might be able to induce Congress 
| to adopt some measures to save the Constitution 
Mr. GARTRELL and others objected to the | 


and the Union. 
Mr. McKEAN. A few more men like Major 
Anderson would quickly settle it. [Loud calls 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM (whlien his name was 
called) said: I voted for peace and adjustment a 
I vote now against 


| to ** Order !”’] 


force. ‘* No.” 

Mr. BURCH (when his name was called) said: 
I am not in favor of an abandonment of the Gov- 
ernment property anywhere. But, believing that 


| the resolution is introduced in no good spirit, and 


without a desire to compromise the difficulties, 
I vote ** no.”’ 


Mr. BRAYTON announced that Mr. Ler was 


House more desirous than | am to restore friendly |! absent from the House on account of sickness. 
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J anuary 7, 


Mr. HINDMAN, not being within the 


Hall 
p ; ave to vote 
Objection was made. , 

Mr. HINDMAN. I would say to the gentle 
man objecting that perhaps I might vote with i 
on this question to the extent of suspending es 
rules. t shoul vote in favor of suspending the 
rules in order to bring up the question at once. 
and to ascertain whether Mr. Buchanan deseryes 
the damnation of such a compliment. I want to 
know if he has approved himself a traitor to every 
principle and to every pledge, both public and 
private. [Loud calls to ** Order!’’] 

Mr. HILL (when his name was called) said: | 
desire to make one remark. It is well known 
that I am an advocate for peace 

Mr. LOV@JOY. I object to debate. 

Mr. HILL. I shall engage in no debate; but 


at once; 





| it is with infinite pain that [ have seen this rego- 


| lution presented to the House. 
| judgment a peace offering, and it is calculated 


| from Virginia to withdraw 


| actl 


It is not, in my 


; to 
do nothing but harm. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I insist that the rule shal] be 
enforced. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Geor. 
gia will understand that no debate is in order, 

Mr. HILL. I have no objection to Mr. An- 
derson’s course being approved; but this resoly- 
tion introduced here to-day does nothing but harm 
in this House, and in the country. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. ADRAIN. I call for the previous ques- 
tion on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr.REAGAN. Laskleavetosubmitanamend- 


| menttothe resolution. [Cries So a 
ouse 


Mr. BARKSDALE. 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I demand the yeas and 
nays on the adjournment. 

he yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The call for the previous question was sec- 
onded. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. = Lappeal to the gentleman 

le motion to lay upon 

the table. It cannot be carried. Let us havea 
vote on the resolution, and let us understand ex- 
where we are. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Let the gentleman vote down 
my motion, if he does not approve of it. I want 
to show to the country that I, for one, am anxious 


I move that the } 


I move that the resolution be 


| toquench this firebrand introduced into this House 


| this day. 








Mr. LOVEJOY. And I am anxious, for one, 
to let the country see that we are ready and will- 
ing to sustain the Government. 

Mr. HATTON. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I demand 
the yeas and nays on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. 
resolution divisible? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will indicate 
what division of the resolution he proposes, and 
the Chair will decide the question. eae 

Mr. HILL. I think that the resolution 1s 
divisible. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. It is,I think, 
susceptible of division. First, we can vote on the 
first part of the resolution in reference to Major 
Anderson, and then on the portion in reference 
to the President. ‘ 

Several MemBers. Read the resolution. 

The resolution was again read. P 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. 1 withdraw 
my demand for a division of the question. 

Mr. RUST. I want to make an inquiry of the 
Chair. Can I propound an interrogatory to the 
gentleman from New Jersey? : 

Several Memsers. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. RUST. I merely want to make an !n- 
quiry. [Cries of ‘* Call the roll!’’] I have the 
right to ask the Chair a question. [Cries 0! 
** Order!”’ 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order, during 
the call of the roll. 3 

Mr. RUST. | insist that I have a right to pro- 

ound an interrogatory to the gentleman from 

ew Jersey, in reference to his resolution. [Cries 
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of “ Order.””] If the Chair decides that I have | 


no such right, [ appeal from his decision. 
Mr. HINDMAN. My colleague had the floor 
before the roll was called. 


Mr. ADRAIN. I hope the gentleman will be | 
It is only fair that | 


allowed to put his inquiry. 
he should be indulged. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 


doing anything that is not in order. 


I object to the gentleman’s | 


Mr. ADRAIN. 1| will answer the gentleman’s | 


question, with pleasure, if permitted to do so. 
(Cries of ‘* Order.’’] 


Mr. RUST. What is the decision of the Chair? | 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that, if 
objected to, debate is notin order, during the call 
of the roll. 


Mr. RUST. The Clerk had not commenced | 


calling the roll, when I took the floor. 

The SPEAKER. But the main question had 
been ordered; and that cuts off all debate. 

Mr. RUST. I do not desire to enter into any 
debate. My only desire is to put an inquiry to 


the gentleman from New Jersey. Upon hisanswer | 


may depend the vote I shall give on this occasion. 
(Cries of ** Order.”’ 


Mr. ADRAIN. I hope the gentleman will be 


allowed to propound his interrogatory. [Cries of | 


* Order !’"] 

Mr. HINDMAN. 
question for information? 
{ am in order. 
in order. I understand the Chair to decide that 
when the main question has been ordered, it is 
not in order to ask the mover of a proposition for 
information. Is that the Chair’s decision? I 
would like to hear from the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not order when 
the main question has been ordered to be put, un- 
less by unanimous consent. The Chair has in- 
dulged gentlemen again and again when debate 
was notin order. He did not call them to order 
when they seemed to have the general consent to 
proceed. If the gentleman from Arkansas wishes 
to put a question, the Chair hopes he will be in- 
dulged. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 
not in order. 

Mr. RUST. Upon what grounds does the 
member object? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 
not in order. 

Me RUST. What is it that is in order? 

Mr. HINDMAN. 
does not know anything about what is or what 
isnotin order. [{Laughter.] 

Mr. ADRAIN. I hope the gentleman will be 
permitted to propound his question. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. | object toeverything out of 
order. 

Mr. RUST. I takean appcal from the decision 
ofthe Chair. [Cries of ‘*1t is too late!’’] No, 
it is not too late. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right 
to take an appeal, 
decision of i 
the House ?’? 

Mr. FLORENCE, I want to hear the ques- 
tion that the gentleman from Arkansas desires to 
propound to the gentleman from New Jersey, be- 
fore | vote on the appeal from the decision of the 
Chair. UnlessI hear the question, I cannot vote 
intelligently on the appeal. { Laughter. } 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has again and 


{Cries of ‘* Order !’’] 


I object to everything that is 


I object, sir, to everything 


again decided debate is not in order after the main | 
Whenever indul- 


question has been ordered. 
gence could be extended to gentlemen, the Chair 
has extended it. Objection is now made, and the 
rule is imperative. 
Mr. RUST. JI withdraw my appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 
Mr. HINDMAN. 
me while I put a question to him. 

Mr. LO EJOY. I object to debate. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I have the right to put a 
question to the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will ask his 
quesuon. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. HINDMAN. J do not propose to debate. 

gentlemen on the other side would allow me to 
proceed, 1 would be through in a moment, and 
they would save themselves from being placed in 
& ridiculous position. (Cries of ‘ Order!’’] 

Mr. VANDEVER. I object to debate. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I want to inquire of the 


I ask the Chair to indulge 


May I ask the Chair a | 


The member from Illinois | 


I want to ask the Chair what is | 


The question is, * Shall the || 
1e Chair stand as the judgment of | 
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Chair whether it is in order for me to prepesell 


an interrogatory to the gentleman from New Jer- 
sey, touching the pending resolution which he has 
introduced? [Cries of “It is not in Order!” 
**Object!’*] Lam not asking Black Republican 
gentlemen on the other side for information, but 
the one who is presiding. 

The SPEAKER. Nothing is in order but the 
call of the roll. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 124, nays 56; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, 
Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, 


Sulfinton, Burlingame, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Clemens, | 


Coburn, John Cochrane, Colfax, Corwin, Covode, Cox, 
Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, Dimmick, Duell, 
Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Farns- 
worth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Fouke, Frank, French, 
Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Haskin, Helmick, Hick- 
man, Hoard, Holman, William Howard, William A. How- 


| ard, Humphrey, Hutchins, irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kel- 


logg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Larrabee, DeWitt 
Cc. Leach, Logan, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Maclay, 
Marston, Ciiaries D. Martin, MeClernand, McKean, Me- 
Kenty, McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Montgomery, 
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regard of pledges, and a desire to plunge the coun- 
try into all the horrors of internal strife and blood- 
shed. 

Mr. KUNKEL. Believing thet the action of 
Major Anderson was prompted more by a desire 
to secure personal sefety than to secure the peace 
of the country, [ vote “no.” 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. The same 
reasons which I gave a while avo for not voting 
to suspend the rules, will control my vote now. 
I vote **no.”’ : 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. I desire to 
know whether these interruptions are in order 
during the call of the roll. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I hope gentlemen will still 
be permitted to give the retusons for their votes, 
inasmuch as it has been allowed thus far without 
objection. 


Mr. LOGAN. 


As the resolution receives my 


|| unqualified approbation, I vote ** ay.’ 


Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, | 


Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, 
Rice, Riggs, Christopher Robinson, James C. Robinson, 
toyce, Sedgwick, Sherman, Sickles, Spaulding, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stration, Tappan, 
Thayer, Theaker, ‘Tompkins. Train, Trimble, Vandever, 
Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C.Washburn, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Wood—124. 

NAYS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, Barks- 
dale, Barret, Bocock, Bouligny, Branch, Brown, Bureh, 


| Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, James Craig, Craw- 





ford, De Jarnette, Florence, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, 


Hamilton, Hardeman, Pohn ‘I’. Harris, Hatton, Hawkins, | 


Hill, Hindman, Houston, [lughes, Jones, Kunkel, Lan- | 
| drum, James M. Leach, Love, Mallory, Elbert 8S. Martin, 


Maynard, McRae, Laban 'T. 
Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Quarles, Reagan, Rust, Scott, 
Simms, Singleton, William N. H. Smith, Stevenson, 
Stokes, Valiandigham, Vance, Webster, and Wright—56. 


So the resolution was adopted 


During the vote, 

Mr. BROWN said: Mr. Speaker, as this res- 
olution may be construed to mean coercion, I vote 
in the negative. 

Mr. BURCH. Believing the resolution to be 
an unnecessary fire-brand, and calculated to place 
the Executive in a false position, I vote ** no.’’ 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. While favoring a 
part of the resolution, I must, under all the cir- 
cumstanves, vote **no.’’ 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Having reason to 
believe that Major Anderson acted under the in- 
structions of the late Secretary of War, I vote in 
the affirmative. [Laughter.] 

Mr. DUNN. Having cause to believe that 


Moore, Sydenhain Moore, 


Major Anderson acted solely on his own respons- | 


ibility, I vote “ay.” 


[Laughter.]} 
Mr. HAMILTON. 


I do not desire to be un- 


| derstood as condemning the course of Major An- 


I think he | 


derson; on the contrary I approve it. 
did right; and moreover, that he ought to be sus- 
tained by the Government. But, sir, for other 


reasons, believing the resolution to be untimely, 
I vote ‘* no.’’ 


Mr. HARDEMAN. The Secretary of War 


having unequivocally denounced Major Ander- 


son, | vote ** no.’’ 

Mr. HATTON. The same reason that has 
influenced me, during this session of Congress, to 
vote against all such resolutions as the one now 
before the House—mere declarations of opinion, 


without any practical purpose in view—resolu- | 
tions the consideration of which is calculated, if | 


not intended, to create only angry and mischicv- 
ous discussion—satisfies me as to the propriety 
of my voting against this resolution. Without 


reference to the merits of the proposition, I there- 





fore vote *‘ no.”’ 

Mr. HILL. As the President has not been in 
the habit of deferring his action to this, the House 
of Representatives, and as he has on some occa- 
sions acted adversely to the wishes of the House, 
Ido not think it is necessary for them now to 
back him up. He will pursue whatever course 
he has marked out, regardless of their approba- 
tion. I vote **no.’”’ 

Mr. HINDMAN. Ihave no aifficulty in ex- 
jaining my vote. Noexplanation is necessary. 

he act of Major Anderson Was a direct and 
needless provocation of civil war, and therefore 
wrong in itself. His conduct deserves censure, 
instead of praise. If it was authorized by the 
President, then he has convicted himself of trea- 
son to liberty and the obligations of honor, dis- 


Mr. LONGNECKER, (amid loud cries of 

| © Order!’ by Mr. Wasuavurne, of Illinois, and 

others.] Believing that Major Anderson did his 

duty, and his whole duty, in the face of instruc- 

tions to the contrary from the Executive, [ vote 
“ay,” 

Mr. MALLORY. I hope my friend over the 
way, from Illinois, will indulge me in a word of 
explanation of my vote. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object. 

Mr. MALLORY. I will vote for this or any 
other resolution indorsing the conduct of Major 
Anderson in moving to a place of safety within 


| his jurisdiction, but [ will not vote for a resolu- 


tion which goes further, and places me in the posi- 

tion of indorsing, beforehand, all the measures 

which the President of the United States may 
| choose to take to enforce the laws and preserve 
the Union. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I now vote against this 
resolution for the same reason that I voted against 
the resolution introduced some days since by the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Pryor.] 

Mr. McKENTY. I have the honor of repre- 
senting one of the most conservative districts of 
Pennsylvania—one that is strongly Democratic. 
| Our political affinities and sympathies have been 
always with the South; but I do not believe there 
is a single manin my district that does not sustain 
the President in his course. While we have stood 
by South Carolina at the ballot-box, we cannot 
sustain heract of treason [Mr. Gartre tt. What 
| treason?] against the General Government. I feel 
that the act of the President is merely defensive; 
and, sir, 1f the last page of our nation’s history is 
to be a bloody one, let the responsibility rest with 
those who will make it so. | vote *fay.”” 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. If this resolution 
were confined to Major Anderson, I should vote 
for it with great pleasure; but 1 cannot vote for 
| the residue of that resolution. Hence I vote ** no.’’ 

Mr. NIXON. I stand upon the platform of 
the Constitution, the Union, and the enforcement 
of the laws as they are; hence I vote ‘‘ay.”’ 

Mr. PEYTON. As I believe that the object 
of the mover of this resolution is to inaugurate 
civil war in our country, [ vote ‘no.”’ 

Mr. RUST. Knowing that Major Anderson 
exhibited no extraordinary courage in going from 
a weak position to a safe one, and believing, if 
it is the intention of the President of the United 
States to maintain him in that position, it is in 
violation of his plighted word, I vote **no.”’ 

Mr. SICKLES. Believing that my constitu- 
ents are inflexibly opposed to coercion employed 
| againsta sovereign State; nevertheless, convinced 
as I am, that they regard the act of Major Ander- 
son as one done within the spirit of his instruc- 
tions, and from patriotic motives; and that it is 
the sworn duty of the President, according to his 
oath, to preserve the Union by the employment 
of all constitutional means, I believe [ only give 
| expression to the sentiment of the city of New 
York, when I vote “* ay.” 

Mr. SMITH, of North Carolina. { wish to 
say, explanatory to my vote, that regarding this 
| resolution as an obstruction to the success of 
| those efforts which are still being made by the 
| friends of peace for the adjustment of our difficul- 

ties, | vote **no.”’ 
| Mr.STEVENSON. Ido not know what meas- 
ures the President of the United States contem- 
| plates; therefore, I am unwilling to commit myself 
| toany measure ofcoercion which he might attempt 
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to use against a sovereign State. Whenever he 
does it, | shall be unalterably opposed to it from 
the beginning to the end; and I vote ‘*no.”’ 

Mr. STOKES. IL have no objection to the first 
part of this resolution; but lam certainly opposed 
to the latter part of the resolution, if I understand 
it. Another thing: I do not believe this resolu- 
tion has any tendency to reconcile the difficulties 
between the North and South, or to restore peace. 
{t is known to every member upon this floor that 
i am for peace, for compromise, and for healing 
all these disturbing questions which now distract 


the country; but I do not believe this resolution | 


will have any tendency to reconcile these difficul- 
ties. For these reasons I vote “ no.”’ 

Mr. QUARLES stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Tuomas, was absent from the House in service 
upon a select committee. 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. This resolution 
proposes to extend——[Cries of ** Order !”’] 

The SPEAKER. No remarks are in order, if 
objected to. 

ir. MOORE, of Alabama. Just one word. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I hope the gentleman will be 
allowed to proceed, as that privilege has been 
granted to others. 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. This resolution, 
Major Anderson in scizing Fort Sumter, butalso 
that of the President in retaining him there. For 


myself, | do not think that either deserves com- | 


mendation. But as to Major Anderson’s conduct, 
this House and the public can only form a correct 
judgment when the orders under which he acted 
have been made known. As to the conduct of 
the President, I think there can be no two opin- 
ions among candid and impartial men. A solemn 
promise was made by him to the Representatives 
in Congress from South Carolina, that the forts 
in the Charleston harbor should not be reinforced, 


nor their condition in any manner changed, until | 


all efforts at negotiation had failed; these Repre- 


sentatives promising at the same time that there | 
should be no seizure of these forts by the author- | 


ities or troops of that State. A solemn compact 
was made between them. But history will record 
it, that this Government of the United States, 
through its chief Executive, violated its pledge, 
and broke faith with that gallant little State. 

On the other hand, how did South Carolina 
act? Did she break her faith, or did she observe 
the stipulations made by her authorized repre- 
sentatives? ‘here was Fort Sumter, a strong 


and almost impregnable fortress, commanding the | 


harbor of Charleston, overlooking that city, and 


invulnerable to a weaker power, threatened with | 


invasion by a foe vastly superior to herself in 
numbers and in military appliances. Her troops 


| the resolution of the gentleman from Tennessee, || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


I vote against it, believing it an improper subject 
of legislation at this time. I vote ** no.”’ 


Mr. GILMER. Mr. Speaker, I have been | 


under the most painful anxiety while this vote 
has been taken. Disconnect this resolution from 


the vote just taken, refusing, even, to have pone 
1 


and considered, the resolution offered by the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Ernerince,] tt is 
well enough. Had the rules, on his resolution, 
for a trial to settle the present alarming difficult 

in some peaceful way, been suspended, as, in all 
deference to the opinion of others, I think they 
ought to have been, I would not feel at liberty to 
vote against thisresolution. I know not what is 
to be the result of this vote; but if the resolution 
is defeated, and some gentleman who voted against 


will move to reconsider that, I will move to re- 
consider the vote on this resolution, if it is de- 
feated. If not,I will take occasion in some other 
way, and under different circumstances, to do 
justice to Major Anderson, and to indicate my 
loin to the Constitution and my regard for the 
inviolability of the laws. 

To vote for this resolution, in reply to a denial 


| of a proposition for peace, would, in my judg- 


| ment, make up a record not desired at this time. 
Mr. Speaker, not only commends the conduct of || 


| 


I regret to feel it my duty to vote on this resolu- 
tion as I shall. If, after we shall have tried to 
adjust our troubles in a peaceful way, and all 
honest efforts in that direction shall have failed, 


| it may then be time to hint at other remedies. 


Until all chance fora peaceful adjustmentis gone, 
I cannot feel it my duty to look after any other. 
If northern gentlemen do not feel at liberty to 
consider a proposition that may tend to peace, 


| especially when the mover of it declared his only 
|| purpose was to secure reflections that might ap- 


| 


could have taken possession of this strong forti- || 


A dozen unarmed men 
What an inducement was 


fication at any moment. 
could have seized it. 


there for South Carolina to have repudiated the || 


agreement made by her Representatives, and to 
have taken possession of this fort. She might 
have justified herself upon the ground of self-de- 
fense; that it was necessary to prevent any hostile 
troops from occupying a position from which their 


chief city might perhaps be destroyed; that it was | 


necessary to seize this fort for the protection of 
their homes and families, i 
been done by South Carolina, what would the 
world have said ? 
been poured upon her and her citizens, and par- 
ticularly by those who are now offering incense 
to the President for failing to keep his pledge! 


Had this, however, | 


W hat execrations would have | 


and her infemy would have been proclaimed | 


throughout the civilized world. 


Nor would it | 


have been different had some of her volunteers or | 


a mere mob taken possession, acting without or- 


ders; provided the authorities of the State had so | 


far ratified the act as to hold possession of that | 


fort. But, to her honor be it said, she kept her 
faith. {Cries of “* Order!”] I vote ** no.” 

Mr. BARKSDALE, in giving his vote in the 
negative, made an explanation, amid loud and 


continued cries of order, which rendered his re- | 


marks entirely inaudible to the reporters. 

Mr. BARRET. So far as I am concerned, 
[** Order!”’ “Order!’’} I have but a few words to 
say. [Cries of‘**Order!’’| So far as my knowl- 
edge extends, I justify the conduct of Major 
Anderson; but, as | have no official information 


in regard to the subject-matter of this resolution, | 


‘| | cannot vote for this resolution. 


| (ey pelenee on the floor and in the galleries.) 
Punic faith would have been affixed to her name, || Mr. F 





pear by amendments, which any gentleman might 
desire—for me, after this stubborn refusal to indi- 
cate a willingness for peace, to vote for this reso- 
lution, would, in my honest opinion, be wrong. 
I have had the most solicitous concern that we 
might pass this most fearful crisis in some satis- 


factory way, avoiding civil war and bloodshed; | 


and that I may still be understood distinctly to be 
for peace, rejecting all suggestions for war, a sense 
of duty constrains me to vote ** no.”’ 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. For the reasons 
assigned by my friend from Tennessee, I vote 
*oe,”" 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, just one word 
before I vote. I approve of the conduct of Major 
Anderson in his removal to Fort Sumter. I also 
approve of the determination of the President, if 
such be the fact, not to order his return to Fort 


| Moultrie, but to sustain him where he is. More 


than this, sir; I believe in that principle of gov- 
ernment which is involved in the last part of this 


|| resolution: thatit isthe duty of our Government, 


as of all Governments, to see that its laws are re- 
spected and its citizens protected. But, sir, fol- 
lowing, as this resolution does, immediately after 
the resolutions proposed for consideration by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Erurrmce]— 
resolutions which came from the conservative 
men of the South, and were held out by them as 
the olive branch of peace to the country, but 
which a very large majority of the members on 
the other side of the House not only declined to 
support, but actually refused to consider, it looks 
as if, instead of that olive branch of peace, the 
sword of war was to be returned. Consequently, 
I vote ‘‘no.”’ 


ORENCE. How is my vote recorded: 

The SPEAKER. In the negative. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I intend that it shall re- 
main so recorded, considering this resolution 
[Shouts of **Order!’’] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania is not in order. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire time to explain my 
vote, but | suppose it would not be accorded me, 
and I shall not violate the rules of the House. I 
vote **no.’’ 

The result of the vote was announced as above 
recorded. 





EIGHTIL OF JANUARY. 


Mr. SPINNER. I move that when the House 
adjourns it adjourn to meet on Wednesday next. 


To-morrow is the anniversary of the battle of 


| NewOrleans,and I presume every gentleman here 


has sufficient respect for the memory of the old 





E. 


January 9, 


| hero, who, if he were alive to-day, would 
| end to all these difficulties, to ou for i. 
tion. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Everybody is for Jackson 
|| Mr. HASKIN. I hope we shall adjourn ove, 
to-morrow in honor of the hero of New Orleans 
| the man who said ‘* The Union must and shall be 
preserved.”’ 
Mr. LONGNECKER. | move that the House 
do now adjourn. 
The SPEAKER. The motion to adjourn over 


! 
| 

|| takes precedence. 
| 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I demand the yeas 
and nays on that motion, and call for tellers a. 
the yeas and nays. I hope that members will oy 
| adjourn over, but will come here and do their 
duty to their country and to themselves. ; 

Mr. LANDRUM. The country can attend to 
its duty better than Congress. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion to oun over was agreed to. 


Mr. SICKLES. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. BRIGGS _I move to reconsider the yote 
by which the resolution in relation to Major An- 
| derson was agreed to, and to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order, 
pending the motion to adjourn. 

The question was taken on Mr. Sick.es’s mo- 
| tion; and it was agreed to. 
|| And thereupon (ata quarter before five o'clock, 
| p.m.) the House adjourned till Wednesday next. 


| IN SENATE. 


Wepnespay, January 9, 1861. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurvey. 


The Journal of Monday last was read and 
approved. 


Mr. A. J. GLossprenner, the Secretary of the 
President of the United States, appeared below 
the bar, and announced that he was directed to 

| present to the Senate a message in writing. 


BILL BECOME A LAW. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. GLossprenner, his Secretary, an- 
nounced that the President approved and signed, 
|| on the Sth instant, an act (S. No. 523) for the 
| relief of George L. Hartsuff, United States Afmy. 


COMMUNICATION WITH CHINA. 


Mr. SEWARD. I submit a memorial from the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York, 
praying Congress to adopt measures for the es- 
tablishment of stcAm postal communication be- 
tween San Francisco, in the State of California, 
and China. I ask that the memorial may be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads; and as the subject isa very important 
one, and the memorial is argumentative and elab- 
orate, and very interesting and able, | beg leave 
to ask that it be printed; which motion, I suppose, 
will go the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope there will be no objection 
to printing the memorial. It is on a very import- 
ant subject. Must it go to the Committee on 
Printing ? 

Mr. HUNTER. It must go there anyhow. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It must go to the 
Committee on Printing, unless by unanimous 
consent. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads; and the motion 
to print was referred to the Committee on Print- 


ing. 





STATE OF THE UNION. 


Mr. SEWARD. I submit, also, the memorial of 
citizens of the State of New York, residing in the 
city of New York. The names subscribed to this 
memorial are those of the most respectable, intelli- 

ent, and patriotic citizens of the city of New York. 
hey are such as John A. Stevens, James Galla- 
tin, Robert B. Minturn, William B. Astor, Au- 
gust Belmont, Moses H. Grinnell, Hamilton Fish, 
Schuyler Livingston, Daniel Lord, Peter Cooper, 
| William H. Aspinwall, Wilson G. Hunt, R. M. 
| Blatchford, Shepherd Knapp, and others. This 
memorial presénts the views of those ciuzens, 0" 
| the subject of the great events which are transp!'- 
| 


| ing in the country, affecting the integrity of the 
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Union, and the future welfare and a of | 
the people of the United States. I will not ask | 
that it be read, because it is not customary to do || 
<o, although my obligations to the source from 
which it comes might justify such an application; 
but Lask, in consideration of the importance of 
the subject, and the character of the memorialists, 
that this paper also be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion will | 
likewise go to the Committee on Printing. 
.Mr. SEWARD. While I am up, I desire to | 
asic the Senate to be good enough to assign to me || 
a day, or part of a day, upon which I can express || 
my views upon the great question of the times; ! 

Bs such a day as the Senate shall find | 


and I will ta 
itconvenient to award tome. If they will indulge || 
me with appointing a day, as I understand that 
the Senator from Virginia (Mr. Hunter] pro- 
poses to address the Senate on Friday, not to in- 
terfere with him, I will ask, if there is no objec- 
tion, that the Senate will hear me on Saturday of | 
this week. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. What is the Sen- 
ator’s motion? 
Several Senators. It is a suggesiion. | 
Mr. SEWARD. 
very well. 
Mr. HUNTER. Inconnection with this sub- || 





If itis generally understood, 


| 
some time since be made the special order at one | 
o’clock on Friday, in order that I may have an 
opportunity of presenting my views to the Senate 
then on the question of the day. I ask that all | 
other orders be postponed, with a view of making | 
that resolution the special order for Friday next. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. What resolution | 
is it? 

Mr. HUNTER The resolution I offered in | 
recard to the forts and arsenals. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from | 
Virginia moves that his resolution be made the | 
special order for Friday next. 

“Mr. SEWARD. Laccede to that. I think it 
is proper also that I should submit the subject on | 
which I will address the Senate. I beg leave to 
say that it will be upon the President’s message, || 
which will come up to-day; and I ask that I may 
be heard on Saturday upon that message at one 
o’clock. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion before | 
the Senate is to make the resolution offered by the | 
Senator from Virginia some time since, the spe- | 
cial order for Friday next at one o’clock. | 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. Now I desire to have the 
message from the President read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New York asks for the reading of the message 
from the President. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Let us get through the busi- | 
ness of the morning hour. 

Mr. BIGLER. I hope the Senator will with- 
draw that motion for the present. 

Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw it for the present, 
for morning business. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HUNTER presented a memorial of im- 
porters of hardware at Cincinnati, Ohio, praying 
that the tariff bill now before the Senate may not 
be passed without certain modifications; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of importers of 
hardware at Boston, Massachusetts, praying that 
the tariff bill now before the Senate may not be 
passed without certain modifications; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BROWN. [I have been requested to pre- 
sentthe petition of W.C. Jewett, of Pike’s Peak, 
praying for a reconstruction of the Government, | 
and a change of the entire representation in Con- 
gress. As there is no committee to whom it can 
properly be referred, 1 move that it lie on the || 








The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented a petition of G. 
H. Hollister, and others, citizens of Rockton, Illi- 
hois;and a petition of S. Colcord, and others, cit- 
zens ofGreenville, Hlinois, severally praying Con- 
gress toaid the People’s Pacific Railroad Compan 
‘ya liberai donation of the public lands, and back 
other assistance as a wise and just policy may 
Suggest; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr.CAMERON presented the petition of Philip || 
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Hoffman, and others, citizens of Bucks county, 
Pennsylvania, who served in the volunteers of 


Pennsylvania in the war of 1812 with Great Brit- | 
| ain, praying the Senate to take into consideration 
| the pension bill as passed by the House of Rep- 


resentatives for the relief of the soldiers of that 
war; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


Mr. BIGLER. I have the honor to present to | 


the Senate this morning sixty-five memorials, 
numerously signed by highly intelligent and re- 


spectable citizens of the State of Pennsylvania, | 


composed of men of all parties—Democrats, Re- 
publicans, and Americans—asking Congress to 


| pass the resolutions submitted by the Senator from 


Kentucky, [Mr. Critrenpen,] as amendments to 
the Constitution, for the ratification of the States; 


| and I move that the memorials lie on the table. 


The motion was agreed to. 


dians, in general council assembled, stating the 


destitute condition in which these people are now, | 


and asking certain relief at the hands of Congress 
by providing for the ao. of existing debts 


due them. I move that the memorial be referred | 
| to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and be 


rinted. 


The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs; and the motion to print was | 


referred to the Committee on Printing. 


quarter, section thirty-three, township two south, 
range nineteen west, in the Washington land dis- 


| trict, in the State of Arkansas; which, with the | 


accompanying papers, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 


Healso presented papers in relation tothe claims | 
of the heirs of persons killed at the Mountain | 
Meadows, in Utah Territory, for re veg lost; 

n 


which was referred to the Committee on Indian 


| Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. GWIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of William Richmond, on the 


files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pen- | 


sions. 


Mr. LATHAM. A resolution of the Legisla- | 


ture of California was presented by one of the 


| representatives of my State, praying the cession 


by the General Government to that State of a cer- 
tain tract of land, known as the Colorado desert. 
I ask leave to withdraw those papers, in order that 
I may have them reierred to the proper commit- 
tee in the House of Representatives, which now 
has the subject under consideration. 

Leave was granted. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. YULEE asked, and by unanimous con- | 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 


532) to facilitate the peaceful adjustment of con- 
troversies between the States of the Union; which 
was read twice by its title, and ordered to be 
printed. 

REPORTS FROM A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of John Beeson, asking the immediate atten- 
tion of Congress to the report of the Indian com- 
missioner, which affirms that in consequence of 


| the drouth last summer, and the consequent fail- 


ure of crops, many of the Indians will perish by 
famine unless aided by Government; also praying 
that no more territorial governments may be or- 
ganized until the Indians are satisfactorily pro- 
vided for with homes adapted to their transition 
state, asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 526) for the payment 
of expenses incurred in the suppression of Indian 


| hostilities in the State of California, asked to be 


discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be referred to the Committce on Military 
Affairs and Militia; which was agreed to. 
SECRETARY OF WAR. 
Mr. SLIDELL. 


I offer the following resolu- 


| tion, and ask for its present consideration: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the 
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Senate whether John B. Floyd, whose appointinent as Sec 
retary of War was confirmed by the Senate on the 6th of 
March, 1857, still continues to hold said office ; and if not, 
| when and how said office became vacant. And further, to 
inform the Senate how and by whom the duties of said 
office are now discharged ; and. if an appointinent of an act- 
ing or provisional Secretary of War has been made, how, 
i when, and by what authority it was so made ; and why the 
fact of said appointment has not been communicated to 
the Senate. 


Mr. TRUMBULL objected to the consideration 
of the resolution; and it lies over, under the rule. 
MAINTENANCE OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. CLARK. I offer the followimg resolutions, 
and ask that they may be printed; and I give 
notice, that when the resolutions of the Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Crirrenven,] which were 
under consideration on Monday, shall come up, 


‘| I will move these as an amendment to those res- 
|| olutions: 
Mr. SEBASTIAN. I present the memorial of | 


the representatives of the Choctaw Nation of In- || 


Resolved, That the provisions of the Constitution are 
ample for the preservation of the Union, and the protection 
of all the material interests of the country ; that it needs 
to be obeyed rather than amended ; and that an extrication 
from the present dangers is to be looked for in strenuous 
efforts to preserve the peace, protect the public property, 
and enforce the laws, rather than in new guarantees for par- 
ticular interests, compromises for particular difficulties, or 
concessions to unreasonable demands. 

Resolved, Thatall attempts to dissolve the present Union, 
or overthrow or abandon the present Constitution, with the 
hope or expectation of constructing a new one, are danger- 
ous, illusory, and destructive ; that, in the opinion of the 
Senate of the United States, no such reconstruction is 


. °. || practicable, and therefore, to the maintenance of the ex- 
Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the petition of the || isting Union and Constitution should be directed all the 
heirs of Ludovicus Belding, praying for the issue || 
of a patent on the entry made by them under the | 


preémption act of May 29, 1830, of the southwest | 


energies of all the departments of the Government, and the 
efforts of all good citizens. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
move the printing of his resolutions? 
Mr. CLARK. Yes, sir. 


The motion was agreed to. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 


Mr. IVERSON. I offer the following resolu- 
tion, and ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That for the residue of the present cession, 
after the present week, Friday of each week shall! be set 
apart for the consideration of private bills in the order in 
which they stand on the Calendar. 

Mr. GWIN, Mr. CLARK, and others objected 
to its consideration; and the resolution lies over, 
under the rule. 


RICHARD C. MARTIN. 


Mr.SEBASTIAN. The Committee on Indian 
| Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
| 693) for the relief of Richard C. Martin, have 
| instructed me to report it back, and recommend 
its passage. 

Mr. POLK. I ask for the present considera- 
tion of the bill reported from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs by the chairman, the Senator from 
It is a bill which passed the House 
of Representatives at the last session. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill; which provides for the payment of 
$1,050, in full of a lost draft drawn by G. W. 
Barbour, formerly Indian commissioner in Cali- 
fornia, on Riddick McKee, disbursing agent, in 
favor of Thomas W. Lane, for beeves furnished 
| to the Government; which draft was accepted by 
McKee, and afterwards transferred and delivered 
to Martin. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. KING. Is there a report in that case ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpar- 
rick in the chair.) There is a report. 

Mr. KING. Let it be read. 

Mr. POLK. I will state to the Senator from 
New York that the bill is one that follows the 
precedent in the Frémont case, which was dis- 
cussed before the Senate and passed upon. [It is 
stronger, I am told by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, than that. 

Mr. KING. Read the report. 

The Secretary read the report made by Mr. 
Ernenince in the House of Representatives, from 
which it appeared, that in the year 1851, Thomas 

W. Lane furnished beef cattle to Barbour for the 
| use of the Indians in California, who were then 

threatening hostilities on account of their starving 
| condition, and received from Barbour his draft on 

the then disbursing agent of the United States, 

Ridick McKee, for $1,050, which draft was duly 
| presented for payment, but was not paid, because 
| the appropriation for the purpose of maintaining 
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peace with the Indians in California wasexhaust- 
ed. Subsequently, Lane assigned, by indorse- 
ment, the draft to the petitioner for the sum of 
61,050, its full amount and value. At the first 
session of the Thirty-Fifth Congress, the peti- 
tioner presented his petition—and filed the draft 
with it—to the Congress of the United States, 
which, together with the draft, was lost or mis- 
aid, without his negligence or fault. At the sec- 
ond session of the ‘Thirty-Fifth Congress, he pre- 
sented his petition, setting forth the facts, and 
uleging the loss of the papers filed at the first 
session, and the Committee on Indian Affairs 
unanimously authorized a report in favor of the 
petitioner; but owing to the want of time, by 
reason of the expiration of the session, the report 
was not made, and the papers in the case were 
lost or mislaid, and cannot now be found. The 
committee are satisfied of the authority of Bar- 
bour to draw the draft, and of the legality and 
genuineness of the assignment to Martin, and 
that the draft has never been paid; therefore they 
reported the bill, and, in consideration of the pe- 
culiar circumstances attending the claim, recom- 
mended that it be passed at the earliest possible 
day. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


MILITARY ROADS IN NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. SEWARD. I ask now for the reading of 
the President’s message. 

Mr. LANE. I wish to get the ear of the Sen- 
ator from New York. 
obliged to him if he will permit the reading of the 
message to go over for a few moments, until we 
can take up a House bill which was passed by 
that body at the last session, and was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs; and which 
will not take a minute. I will give the reason 

Mr. SEWARD. No matter about the reason. 
I will waive it, of course, for the accommodation 
of the Senator. 

Mr. LANE. Then, Mr. President, I move to 
take up the bill, and will give the Senate th 
son why it ought to come up now. [* Never 
mind the reason.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpat- 
rick in the chair.) It becomes the duty of the 
Chair to announce the message, as called for by 
the Senator from New York, unless the Senate 
sees fit to postpone it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw my call for a 
moment, 

Mr. LANE. Now I meveto take up the House 
bill of last session, providing for military roads 
in New Mexico. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (H. R. No. 200) to provide for the 
completion of the military road from Fort Union 
to Santa Fé, New Mexico, which proposes to ap- 
propriate $35,000 for the completion of the mili- 
tary road from Fort Union to Santa Fé. 

The Committee on Military Affairs and Militia 
reported an amendment, to add to the bill: 

And for the completion of the military road from Taos to 
Banta Fé, in New Mexico, $50,000. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the bill was 
reported to the Senate, asamended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in, and ordered to be en- 
rrossed, and the bill to be read a thirdtime. The 
yi was read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
is on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HALE. I wish some one would explain 





The question 


the character of the bill, the necessity of it, and | 


the amount required. 
Mr. LANE. 
House of Representatives, and passed on a recom- 
mendation from the War Department, I believe, 
showing the necessity of opening communication 
between these posts in New Mexico, that trans- 
portation might be carried at a much cheaper rate 
than it can be at present, 
House of Representatives, it was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs in the Senate; and 
upon a careful examination of the reports and of 
the opinions of the commanding officers in New | 


This bill was reported in the | 


After it passed the | 
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| it should pass this morning. 
| apart, I believe, by the House of Representatives 


| day that territorial business is considered, the 


| probability, the bill will become a law; but if it 


I shall be very much | 


| to those whom I represent. 


| dent. 


Mexico, they agreed to an amendment increasing || 


the amount above that provided for by the House 
for one road, and inserting another. The Sena- 
tor from New York [Mr. pawn will recollect it. 
The committee reported it to the Senate with a, 


| knows, military posts have to be kept up, and 


| portation is difficult. 
| nication that will save to the Government direct] 


| bill. 


recommendation that it pass, upon the conviction 
that it was necessary for the service. In New 
Mexico, the Senator from New Hampshire 


they are kept up ata very high expense, for trans- 
i This bill will open commu- 


very many thousands of dollars above the small 
amount now provided for making these roads. 
Mr. KING. My opinion is that this bill had 
better lie over. 
Mr. SEWARD. I hope, then, the Senator will 
let it lie over, and let us take up the message. 
Mr. LANE. I desire to state the reason why 
This day is set 


for the consideration of territorial business. This 
is a House bill with an amendment. If it pass 
this morning, and can go to the House within the 


amendment will be concurred in, and in all human 


fails to pass this morning, it will be wupootone to | 
get up territorial businessagain during this session | 
in the other House, and it will be the death of the 
I trust no Senator will object to action upon 
itnow. Let us have a vote on it, and if it does 
not pass, there is an end to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the passage of the bill. 

The bill was passed—ayes twenty-five, noes 
not counted. 

The tide of the bill was amended so as to read: 
** An act to provide for the completion of the mil- 
itary roads from Fort Union to Santa Fé, and from | 
‘Taos to Santa Fé, in New Mexico. 


MESSAGE ON THE STATE OF THE UNION. 


Mr. MASON. I offered a resolution on Sat- 
urday, calling for information from the Secretary 
of War, which was laid over for consideration. I 
ask that it may now be taken up. It is to obtain 
information which I think will be interesting to 
the country at this moment; certainly interesting 


Mr. PUGH. I hope the Senator from Virginia | 
w.!! permit us to hear the message of the Presi- 
We have been waiting here near an hour | 
for it; but instead of taking it up, we have gone 
on with a great many other things. | 

Mr. MASON, I understand that my motion 
has precedence, If it has, | move that the resolu- 
tion be taken up, so that we can have a vote on it. | 

Mr. SEWARD. I think, sir, with great defer- 
ence to the honorable Senator from Virginia, that 
the President’s message is in order if its reading 
is called for by any member. It has only been 
suspended irregularly,and by unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpat- 
rick.) The Chair so understands it. 


of it, 

Mr. MASON. I will yield most cheerfully to 
whatever are the rules of the Senate; but I respect- 
fully suggest to the Chair that the usage always 
has been, when a message comes in from the 
President, to lay it upon the table informally, un- 
less the reading is called for immediately. I pre- 
sume it cannot be allowed to interrupt other busi- | 
ness, and I suppose any motion to take up any | 
other business of the Senate would take prece- | 
dence. [I submit it, however. 

Mr. SEWARD. It was only informally laid 
aside, 

Mr. GREEN. When a motion is made, it is 
not in order to call for the reading of the Presi- 





Mr. SEWARD. Then I ask for the reading | 





dent’s message; but when there is no motion | 
pending, itis in order; but the Senator from Vir- | 
ginia having made a motion, it was then a pend- | 
ing motion, and the Senate must first act upon it | 
before it can act upon anything else. 

Mr. SEWARD. Everything has gone on here | 
this morning, asitalwaysdoesand alwaysoughtto | 
do, by unanimous consent. I called for the read- | 
ing of the message, and by unanimous consent | 
the reading was suspended for a particular pur- | 
pose, and then for another—all by unanimous con- | 
sent; but the call, according to the common un- 
derstanding and practice of the Senate, remains 
good at any time; and therefore I beg leave toask | 
now for the reading of the message. 1 want to | 
debate the Senator’s resolution somewhat, and I 


| shall not have time this morning. 
I will acquiesce in whatever || He is out of order, 


Mr. MASON. 


BE. 
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may be the judgment of the Chair; but if my mo- 
tion to take up the resolution has precedence 
under the rules of the Senate, Lask that it be taken 
up, or that a vote be taken as to whether it shall 
be taken up or not. , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Virginia, that the call 
for the reading of the message was made at an 
early stage of the morning business; but, by com- 
mon consent, the Senator from New York Waived 
his call; and he had the right to resume jt and 
make the call whenever he saw proper, owing to 
the informal manner in which business has beep 
transacted this morning. The Chair regards thy 
call now as strictly in order; and will lay before 
the Senate the communication from the President 
of the United States. 

The Secretary read the message of the Presj- 
dent of the United States. 

Mr. BIGLER. I move that the message Jie 
on the table, and be printed. . 

Mr. DAVIS. I call for the reading of the ac- 
companying papers, to which reference is made 
in the President’s message. 

The Secretary read the communication of 
Messrs. Barnwell, Adams, and Orr, to the Presi- 
dent, dated December 28, 1860, and the President's 
response, dated December 30, 1860. 

Mr. DAVIS. Are those all the papers which 
accompany the communication? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair uy- 
derstands that those are all, except the ordinance 
of the State of South Carolina, and the commis- 
sion of the commissioners. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President,at a very recent 
period, the country looked with anxious solici- 
tude to the condition of South Carolina, and par- 
ticularly the port of Charleston, apprehending 
collision between the United States and one of 
the States. That solicitude was intensified by the 
arrival of commissioners repregenting the sover- 


|| eignty of the State, and offering by peaceful nego- 


tiation to adjust the pending difficulties between 
South Carolina and the United States. The high 
character of those gentlemen—one of them we'!l 
known to those who served in the Senate many 

ears ago—known, especially, for his Christian- 
ity, his urbanity, and his manliness in all the 
relations of life—gave assurance that those nego- 
tiations might be peaceable; gave reason to hope 
they might be successful. ‘They were suddenly 
terminated; and at once rumors went forth that, 
notwithstanding the high character of that com- 
mission, they had violated the propricties of lic; 
had insulted the President; the rumor was, had 
used billingsgate to him in their reply. The fact 
was known everywhere that the commissioners 
had retired from Washington, and that negotia- 
tions were abruptly terminated. The President, 
in his message, does not even allude to the cause 
of the failure of those negotiations thus attempted 
on the part of South Carolina. He does not evea 
tell us that the commissioners are gone. He stops 
with the letter which he sent to them; and which, 
I must say, with all the respect due to the office 
he holds, was wanting in fairness, and was a per- 
version of the arguments which they had pre- 
sented. When they replied to him, however, and 
exposed the unfairness with which he had treated 
their efforts at peaceful negotiation, the facts 
which they iol sonata being most uncom- 
fortable to him—he returned their letter as one 


which he would not receive; and his communica- 


tion to Congress does not even permit us to know 
that those commissioners ever attempted to wey 
to the position which he had taken. Though 
they told him they had made no demand; though 
they told him they bad never said peaceful nego- 
tiation was impossible, and thus corrected the 
misstatement of his paper to them, he sends that 
paper to the world, without even any reference to 
the fact that it ever was answered. I have an 
authenticated copy of their answer; and I send 
that to the Secretary’s desk that it may be read. 
Mr. KING. Mr. President, the Senator from 
Mississippi talks of the high character of those 
entlemen who came here from South Carolina. 
nedict Arnold and Aaron Burr were men who 
at one time held high positions 
Mr. DAVIS. And the Senator once had a 
better position than he has now, when he is not 
entitled to the floor. 
Mr. KING. I call the gentleman to order. 
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Me: DAVIS. You are out of order, sir. I | 
sent a paper to be rend. 1 
Mr. KING. These were messengers of trea- || 
son. “ 
; Mr. DAVIS. I call the Senator from New 
York to order. 
Mr. BIGLER and others. He is clearly out ] 
of order. 
Mr. KING. I call the gentleman to order. I 
| 


object to the paper. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ifthe Senator hasthe meanness | 
to object to the Clerk reading the paper, let him | 
send it back to me, and I will read it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the reading | 
be objected to, the question must be put to the | 
Senate; but the Senator himself can read it. 

Mr. BIGLER. The Senator has no right to 
object to tne reading of the paper, and I suppose 
will not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is to be decided by the Senate, and without de- 
bate, whether the Clerk shall be permitted to read 
the communication sent up by the Senator from 
Mississippi. 

Mr. KING. I objected to its reception. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
is out of order. The question must be put and 
decided without debate. 

Mr. KING. I objected to the reception of the 
paper, and not to its reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands that. 

Mr. KING. If the paper is offered to the Sen- 
aie, | object to its reception. | 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Ido not understand that the 
paper is offered to the Senate; but it is proposed 
to be read as a part of the Senator’s speech. 

Mr. DAVIS. lam addressing the Senate; I 
have the floor, and I have the right to read the 
paper. If the Senator chooses to object to the 
Clerk reading it, I can get itread very easily other- 
wise. 

Mr. BRIGHT. If the Sceretary will read the 
rule, it will be seen that it makes it a very clear 
case, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is for the | 
Senate to decide. The question is on allowing 
the paper to be read by the Clerk. 

The question was put; and it was announced 
that the motion appeared to be agreed to. 

Mr. KING. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, I hope that the 
Senator from New York 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania will pause, and allow the Chair 
to state the question. Those who are in favor of | 
ordering the paper to be read will, when their 
names are called, say yea; those opposed to it will 
say nay. 

Mr. BIGLER. I desire to suggest to the Sen- 
ator ffom New York not to resist, by this extraor- | 
dinary motion, the right to read the paper as 
part of the remarks which the Senator is about 
tosubmit. Sucha proposition, I think, was never | 
made before here. It is the clear right of the 
Senator to read the paper himself, or have it read 
atthedesk. Sir, itis extraordinary that the Sen- 
ator from New York 

Mr. KING. The Senator from Mississippi | 
has a right to read the paper, I suppose, as part | 
of his speech. I supposed, when he presented 
it, that he wished to presentit to the Senate. I do | 
not want to hearitread. I maintain my objection. | 

_Mr. BIGLER. ‘The Senator is not obliged to | 
listen to it. The Senate do not, by hearing the | 
paper read, indorse its sentiments or its concla- 
sions. The Senator from New York is not re- 
sponsible for it. He only allows a rule which | 
has been practiced from the beginning of the Gov- 
ernment; and I trust he will withdraw his objec- 
uon, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair | 
will state that this debate is out of order. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to hear the 
rule read in regard to the reading of papers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSecretary 
Will read the rule. ; 

lhe Secretary read the rule, as follows: 

“14. When the reading of a paper is called for, and the 

See is objected to by any member, it shall be determined 
y @ vote of the Senete, and without debate.’? 

_.Mr. TRUMBULL. I would like to inquire || 
if that rule has any application to this paper? —_|| 








THE CO 


|} paper. 


| its reading. 


Mr. BIGLER. None whatever. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If not, then we are pro- 
ceeding under a rule that does not apply to this 
As I understand, that rule applies to a 
paper which is in the possession of the Senate, 
and has been presented—a petition or any paper 
that may be communicated to the Senate—but it 
does not apply in this case. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Mississippi sent the paper up and called for 
It is competent, therefore, for the 
Senate to decide whether it shall be read or not. 

Mr. BIGLER. That rule has clearly no ap- 
plication to this case. If the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi had read the paper himself, no Senator 
could have objected to it. Instead of reading it 
himself, he simply asks that the clerk read it; that 
isall. Itis not a proposition to receive a paper, 
or to offer a paper to the Senate. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The particular form in 
which this question arises, induces me to ask the 
Chair one or two questions. I would ask the 


Chair whether the reading of that paper by the | 
Clerk, at the request of the Senator from Missis- | 
sippi, makes it any part of the muniments of the | 


belong to the papers of the Senate ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands it is to be read as a portion of the Sen- 
ator’s speech. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Then it forms no part of 
the papers of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No, sir. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Then I object to a ques- 
tion being made as to its being read to the Senate; 


| because that will make it a matter of vote, and 


make the paper a part of the proceedings of the 
Senate itself. Itis a mere question of courtesy 
whether it shall be read at the request ofa Senator. 

Mr. DAVIS. It is a very simple thing. I had 


| the paper in my hand, and sent it up to be read, 
| and took it for granted that nobody would object 
to the reading of it in that way. 


If gentlemen 


| Senate; and does the paper, by being read here, | 
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doing. I do not wish to take up any time about 
it. I merely submit the proposition to the Senate 
that this rule is not applicable to this case; and | 
therefore appeal from the decision of the Chair, 
which holds that this is a paper on the reading 
of which a vote can be taken underthat rule. 

Mr. MASON, Mr. President, it strikes me 
the question stands before the Senate in this way: 
the Senator from Mississippi sent a paper to the 
desk and asked that it be read, declaring what 
paper it was—indicating its character. The Sen- 
ator from New York objected to its being read. 


| The Chair decided that the Senator from Missis- 


sippi was entitled to have it read, unless it was 


| prohibited by a vote of the Senate; or, in other 


words, that if a member called for the reading of 
a paper, and it was objected to, then it should be 
deaidall by a vote of the Senate. A Senator asked 
for the reading of the rule, and the rule was read. 
Then the Senator from New York renewed his 


| objection and demanded a vote; and another Sen- 
| ator called for the yeas and nays; and the yéas 


make a question on that, | have no objection to | 


meet that question. 
Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to object to this 


mode of taking a vote on reading a private paper 


and nays were ordered upon that vote. There is 
now, therefore, the order of the Senate that the 
yeas and nays be taken upon the vote; andan 
appeal from the judgment of the Chair comes too 
lute, in my apprehension, if there be an error in 
it, which cn not prepared to admit or deny. 
It can only be done in some mode by getting rid 
of the order of the Senate directing the paper to 
beread. That ismy view. The rule of the Sen- 
ate is that, where a member asks—** demands,’’ 
I think, is the language—that the pending vote 
shall be taken by yeas and nays, it may be done 
by one fifth of the Senators present. One fifth 


_of the Senators present demanded the yeas and 


nays, and the Chair so decided; and that is the 


| order of the Senate. 


That is a mistake. 
I beg pardon. That is my 


Several SENATORS. 

Mr. MASON, 
recollection. 

Mr. HALE. I simply wish to state, sir, what 
will govern my vote on this case. I apprehend 
that there isa mistake about it; but sull, inas- 
much as the question is raised by an objection, I 


| see no other way to get rid of it than by the Sen- 


which a gentleman sends up to be read as partof 


his own remarks. 
Mr. DAVIS. The Senator is right. The Sena- 


| tor from New York is making this a part of the 


proceedings of the Senate; and I have no objec- 


| tion to testing that question. , 


Mr. COLLAMER. I object to the question 
being put inthis way. This is not the kind of 
paper that comes within that rule at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All this debate 


is outof order. This question must be determined 


| without debate. ‘The Secretary will call the roll. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


I appeal from the decis- 


ion of the Chair that this is a question to be de- | 


cided by the Senate; and on that appeal I take it 


| I can make a few rergarks, if not upon the other 


question. The Chair, in my judgment, misap- 
prehends (and I speak it respectfully) the rule. 
The rule that has been read has no application to 
a paper of this character. It applies to .a paper 
in the possession of the Senate. This is nota 
paper (and so the Senator from Mississippi has 
stuted) in the possession of the Senate at all. It 
is a private paper in the possession of the Senator 
from Mississippi; not one in the possession of the 
Senate. He might have asked a brother Senator 
sitting near him to read it, and such things have 
been frequently done; but now, he having re- 
quested the Clerk to read it, it was sent up, and 
the Presiding Officer is applying to ita rule that 
is not applicable to a paper of this kind. 

Mr. DAVIS _ I call the Senator to order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


| from Mississippi raises a point of order. He will 


state his point of order. 
Mr. DAVIS. The point of order is, that the 


| Chair, having submitted a question to the Senate 


which is not debatable, and ordered the yeas and 
nays to be called, a Senator rises to make an 
appeal, and to speak upon his appeal. It cannot 
be in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
under the impression that where a Senator appeals 
from the decision of the Chair, it is competent for 


him to state his reasons why he dissents from the | 


opinion of the Chair. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That was what I designed 


ate voting upon it. I have not the slightest doubt 
on earth that it was competent for the Senator 
from Mississippi to read that paper, or to ask any 
Senator that sat near him to read it, or to ask the 
Clerk to read it, and be within the common and 
ordinary practice of the Senate. I apprehend that 
the more orderly way to settle it, if the Chair had 
taken time to deliberate, would have been, when 
an objection was made, to overrule it, and to ha¥ 
ordered the paper to be read; but inasmuch as that 


| was not done, and objection has been taken, it 


seems to me there is no other way to decide it but 


, by a vote of the Senate; and I shall vote to have 


| prehends the Chair. 


it read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Illinois that he misap- 
He has notdetermined this 
paper to be a paper in the possession of the Sen 
ate. The Senator from Mississippi calls for the 
reading of a paper. The Senator from New York 
objects to the reading of the paper. It is compe- 
tent for the Senate to determine whether the paper 
shall be read; and if so, to determine it without 
debate; and hence, the Senator has nothing upon 
which to predicate an appeal. The whole ques- 
tion now is referred to the Senate; and that is, 
whether they will have the paper read; and it 
must be decided without debate. 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 





| is out of order. 


| cannot debate this question. 


Mr. CAMERON. Then I will sit down. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I certainly have a right to 
appeal from the decision of the Chair, that we 
The Chair decides 
thatthe Senator from Pennsylvania is out of order. 
Now, I think he is clearly in order. Cannot that 
question be raised somehow ? If this paper is not 
such a one as I think the rule applies to—I think 
the rule does not apply to it—may I not raise 


that question in some shape? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
say to the Senator, that the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi sends up a paper to be read; it is objected 
to; and under the rule, whenever the reading of 
a paper is called for and is objected to, it is to be 


| determined by the Senate, and without debate. 
‘| Hence the Chair decides that debate is not in order, 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. Iappeal from the decision | 
of the Chair, that this question is to be decided | 
without debate. The very question that [ want 
to present is, that it is nota case that is to be || 
decided without debate; because that rule has 
nothing to do with it. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Chair, then, 
will state the position of the question to the Sen- 
ate. The Chair decides that this is not a debata- 
ble question when the reading of the paper is 
objected to. The Senator from Illinois says the 
decision of the Chair is not in conformity with 
the rule, and appeals from the decision of the 
Chair. The question now is: whether the opin- 
ion of the Chair shall stand as the judgment of | 
the Senate? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That is debatable. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That question 

is debatable. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well. 

«Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, you = me | 
down a moment ago; but as you have decided 
that this is a debatable question, I may say a | 
word, ! suppose. I desire to say only, that I 
think we are giving more importance to this ques- 
tion than it deserves. The custom here has been 
to let Senators read what oe thought proper, 
and when they did not feel able from any cause 
to read themselves, to ask other Senators to do | 
it, or to send the documents up to the desk, and 
let them be read by the Clerk. This is one of 
those every day occurrences which has never been | 
objected to ioies. I regret very much that my 
friend, the Senator from New York, has made || 
the objection; but he has a right to do so, and I 
have no right to say anything against it. I shall 
vote for the reading of the paper, and shall vote | 
for sustaining the Chair in his decision. I shall |) 
be willing to leave the Senate whenever these little | 
courtesies, which make our position here so pleas- || 
ant, are dispensed with. I do not want to be here | 
when a gentleman shall not have the privilege of |) 
having read for him that which he has not the || 
physical power to read himself. I 

Mr. BIGLER. I havea single word to say | 
on this subject. This is no question of courtesy. | 
It is the clearest right a Senator can enjoy on this 
floor. I never knew it disputed before. Now, || 
sir, the line of distinction between the document || 
resented here and the rule is perfect and clear. | 

f the Senator from Mississippi presented a docu- 
ment which was intended to be part of the files of 
the Senate, and presented for the consideration of | 
the Senate, the rule which has been read would || 
apply to the reading of that document. But the || 
Senator from Mississippi took the floor to make || 
remarks on the message of the President of the || 
United States. In the course of those remarks, 

| 
} 


| 
| 


he calls for the reading of a document which he || 
had a right to read himself. The Senator from | 
Mississippi had a perfect right to read the paper, | 
or, by universal courtesy, to ask the Clerk to read | 
it for him, and send it to the Clerk to be read. I || 
therefore hold, that it is not a paper to which the | 
rule would apply under any circumstances, no || 
more than it would apply toa part of the remarks | 
of the Senator from Mississippi if he had written || 
them in manuscript, and sent that manuscript to 
the Clerk to be read, in consequence of inability 
to do it himself, or from any other cause. I trust |! 
the Senator from Illinois will not further compli- 
cate this question by appealing from the decision | 
of the Chair, but hope both motions will be with- 
drawn, and the Senator from Mississippi allowed | 
to proce d, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, I desire | 
to add a word to what has been said with refer- | 
ence to this matter. I shall vote in accordance 
with the appeal taken by the Senator from Illinois | 
from the decision of the Chair. My object is | 
simply to settle the question as one of order, to 
prevent it being raised again. The rule which || 
was read, and under which the Chair was acting, |, 
in my judgment, has reference to papers properly | 

| 
' 





before the Senate, and on the files ina proper way, | 
and introduced in the course of business, or a part 
of the papers of the Clerk’stable. That rule has 
reference to these, and nothing more; but the 
Chair, in its haste as I suppose, applied the rule 
to a mere paper sent up by a Senator addressing 
the Chair in the course of debate, with a request 
that the Clerk should read it. I think the rule 
does not apply to that case; I think the Chair 
was in error; and, therefore, as I feel bound to 


TH 


| paper presented by a Senator. 


| decided without debate. 


vote upon that matter, as the question has been 
raised, according to my convictions, I shall vote 
not to sustain the Chair in its ruling. 


But, sir, I wish to add, that I consider this as | 
| an ordinary occurrence. The Senator from Mis- 


sissippi was addressing the Chair. He sent a 


paper to the Clerk’s desk to be read forhim,which, 


as has been well observed, he could have read 
himself, any of his associates could have read, or 


the Clerk could have read if there was no objec- | 
tion. I suppose there is no right to call upon the 
Clerk to read any portion of our speeches, orany || 


papers that we may choose to introduce in the 
course of making those speeches, and I suppose 


that the material which is sent to be read must be | 


offered on the personal responsibility—the re- 
sponsibility of character for courtesy and for 
proper treatment of the Senate—of the member 
who offers it. The Senator from Mississippi sent 
a paper to be read. It isan ordinary occurrence; 
it is a request to relieve him simply. Now, sir, 
I believe, in my experience in the Senate, there 
never has been the slightest objection in the world 
to reading a paper, orany number of papers, un- 
less it was perceived that it was used as an abuse 


by way of protracting time, or something of that | 
description. Therefore, for myself, although Iam | 


happy to sustain the objections ordinarily raised 
by my friend fram New York. Ido not see at 
present any reason in the world why the objection 
should be made, or why the ordinary courtesy 
extended to every one should, in advance, be re- 
fused to the Senator from Mississippi with regard 
to this reading; and if it comes to that,and a vote 


| is taken, I shall vote that the Clerk read the pa- 


per, because nobody can suspect that the Senator 
from Mississippi had any design other than that 
of relieving himself with reference to the reading, 
which is common to us all. But, sir, I cannot 
vote to sustain the decision of the Chair, for I 
believe it is wrong. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, the decision 
of the Chair is correct; it is in conformity with 
the rules and past precedents of the body. This 
is the first time I have heard a distinction taken 
between a paper on the files of the Senate, and a 
I have a perfect 
right to take any paper off my table, in the course 


| of any remarks [ see proper to make, and ask the 


Secretary to read it. Then itis the privilege of 


any Senator to object to its being read; and there- 


upon it is the duty of the Presiding Officer, under 
the rules, to subntit the question whether it shall 
be read, to the Senate; and that question is to be 
We have the previous 


question practically in two instances in the few | 


rules we have in this body. One is a motion to 
lay on the table; that cutsoff all debate. Another 
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and his argument; or it would simply amount t 
requiring the Senator to read the paper hims; ir 
instead of having it read at the desk. That is all 
there is in the question. sia 
Mr. BRIGHT. I repeat, I never have heard 
before an objection made to the reading of a pap , 
whether presented by a Senator or ‘taken from 
the files. Itisa distinction, in my judgment, w = 
out a difference. We all know what this pape, 
is. I suppose the object of the Senator from Mic. 
sissippi was to make it a part of our proces lines 
to-day. If the Senate should object to reaqi, 


, ading 
the paper, the Senator from Mississippi woyid 


«Ment, 





But, sir, all this debate is out of order, Th 
ate have ordered the yeas and nays on ! ho 
tion whether the paper shall be read. 
jority of the Senate are in favor of readi 
is to be determined by taking tie vote. 
only way to determine it. 

Mr. KING. The Senator from Mississippi, in 
a course of remarks condemning the President {oy 
not having received or treated these commission- 


e Sen- 
* ques- 
If the ma- 
Dg it, that 

It 1s the 


| ers or gendeman from South Carolina with more 


consideration, stated that a certain paper of theirs 
had not been communicated by him to the Soy. 
ate, and proposed to send it up and have it read. 
The Chair, regarding itas a paper presented to 
the Senate, made his decision; which, under those 
circumstances, would be a correct decision beyond 
all question. That was the mode in which the 
Senator from Mississippi presented it. Upon 


| that presentation, the Chair decided it. I objected 
_ to its reception by the Senate, as I would ‘to the 
reception of any other paper which 1 considered 
| an improper one to be presented to the Senate. 
| We have rules in relation to the reception of 


petitions. 

The argument which is now made for the read- 
ing of this paper is placed upon a very different 
footing. It is that the Senator from Mississippi 
is to read this or make it a part of his speech, 


| which is a different thing from the presentation of 
| a paper to the Senate; but I think the Chair was 
| correct in its decision, upon the ground that it was 


| misapprehension. 


a paper presented to the Senate, and as such, to 
be received by the Senate and read as a part of its 
apers. Upon the other ground—the right of the 
enator to read any paper asa part of his speech— 
there never was any question under our rules. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Now, Mr. President, itis 
manifest that this action has taken place under a 
I concur peak with what 
the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bicies} 
says. Itis not in the power of a majority of this 
Senate, unless they are going to dee down the 
freedom of speech here, to deny me the right to 


| read an extract when I am addressing the Senate, 





is the question whether a paper shall be read. | 


That is not debatable, and there is no appeal 
from the decision of the Chair deciding affirma- 


| tively that it shall be read, 


Mr. BIGLER. Will th® Senator from Indiana 
allow me now, at this point, to ask a question? 
The Senator from Mississippi was addressing the 
Senate, and in the course of his remarks it was 


|| necessary, as he thought, that he should read, or 
| have read, this communication from the commis- | 


sioners of South Carolina to the President. He 
nes to ask that it be read by the Clerk. 
Now, sir, does the Senator from Indiana pretend 
to say that a Senator, in the course of debate, has 
ever been denied to have a paper read, as either 
part of his argument, or as presenting a case, or 
as necessarily connected with it? Now, suppose 
the Senate deny the reading of the paper, will the 
Senator from Indiana say that the Senator from 
Mississippi has not the right to read it himself? 
Then it will be read to the Senate; he makes ita 
part of his argument; and, therefore, I have con- 
tended that this is not the reading, nor the kind 
of paper, to which the rule refers at all. It is 
not offered to be filed in the Senate, and be con- 
sidered by the Senate; but it is offered in pre- 
cisely the same character that the Senator might 
offer part of a manuscript speech, which he did 
not feel able to read. That is the distinction 
which I make, and I cannot conceive how we 
could adopt a rule here by which a Senator would 
be excluded from reading extracts from author- 
ities, or even from newspapers, because it might 
be the pleasure of the majority not to hear them. 





unless there is something in the character of the 
extract that it is improper to read in the Senate. 
It would have to be put upon that ground. Here 
we are about to take a vote, as i understand, 
whether a Senator has a right to make sucha 
speech as he pleases. It is upon that ground that 


| I object to the decision of the Chair. 


Mr. KING. The Senator from Illinois will 
allow me. That is not the ground, as I under- 


| stand it, on which the decision is based. It is, 


_ that this is a paper presented to the Senate to sup- 





| 
| 


ly an omission in the President’s message. 


r. TRUMBULL. Well, Mr. President, I do 


| not understand it in that way. 


Mr. KING. If it is a part of the Senator's 
rete he has undoubtedly a right to say aty- 
thing he pleases about it; and I have no objection 
to it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then, I think, the better 
way to get rid of the matter is for me to withdraw 
the appeal, and the Senator from New York his 
objection, and let the Senator from Mississipp! 


read what he pleases. 
Mr. KING. If it is made a part of the Sena- 


| tor’s speech, that is another matter; but that 1s 


not the view of the Chair, nor was it mine. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I understand the Chair 
to decide that it was a part of the speech of the 
Senator from Mississippi. May I inquire of th: 
Chair if he did not decide that this was offered as 
a part of the speech of that Senator: — 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair did 
not decide that. He decided that it was a pape! 
falling within the rales; and if its reading was 


. : ° ° s- 
It would only result in this, that you would tyr- objected to, the Senate had to determine the que 
annize over the Senator, and suppress his views || tion without debate. 
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Mr. KING. Certainly; whether it is a paper } all. His objection was founded on the ground 


of the Senate or not. That is the question. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I wish toadd a word, which 
I hope will be oil on the waters. — I like harmony 
and peace. There seems, es ecially on this side 
of the Chamber, to be some little feeling at what 


is called the most extraordinary course of the | 


Senator from New York. 


Now, sir, these are | 


extraordinary times in which we live; and we are | 


acting under extraordinary circumstances. 
prehend that before this time never was there such 


lap- | 


an Administration, nor did suchan Administration | 


ever intrast the keeping of its honor to such a 
party. The Senator from New York seems es- 


pecially apprehensive that this paper will be read; | 


and by way of inducing us not to read it, he al- 
ludesto Benedict Arnold and Aaron Burr. Neither 
of these distinguished individuals, I believe, re- 
sided on our side of the creek. Aaron Burr, if 
I correctly recollect his biography, was, if not a 
native, certainly an inhabitant and a citizen of 
New York. Benedict Arnold committed the act 
of treason also in that State. When treason at- 
taches to the name of Robert Barnwell, it will be 
that sort of treason which was shown by the 
armed barons at Runnymede; that kind of treason 
that exhibited itself in England in 1688; that sort 


of treason that showed its head in South Caro- | 
lina in 1776. Trusting, sir, that these few remarks | 
may produce the effect which they are intended— | 


me produce peace and harmony and good feeling 
on 


ready to vote. 


Mr. COLLAMER. Mr. President, I entertain 


the opinion thata misapprehension still exists be- | 


tween the Chair and the members of this body, 
in relation to the question before us. Il understand 
that if this is to be considered a call for the read- 
ing of a paper within the rule, then, and in that 


case, the Chair rightly decided, when objection | 
was made, to leave the sere to the Senate. If, | 
it was called for, not as | 


however, the reading o 
a paper presented to the Senate to be referred to 
a committee, and to constitute a part of the papers 


and muniments of the Senate, but merely a part | 


of the remarks of the gentleman, then and in that 
case, I take it, it does not fall within this rule atall. 
I understand the Chair to say he has regarded 


this as a call for the reading of a paper within the | 


rules. Now I take it that a call for the reading 
of a paper within the rules isa call for some paper 
that we have, something that is in the course of 
our proceedings, or it is a call for the reading of 
a paper on which some action is to be taken by 
the Senate, by referring it toa committee, or doing 
something with the paper. Now, sir, I under- 
stand that this paper is not presented with either 


of these views; and in order to settle that ques- | 


tion, I desire to know from the gentleman from 
Mississippi whether he asks for its reading, or 


oth sides of the Chamber—[laughter]—I am | 


THE 








sends the paper to the desk to be read, with any | 


view to its constituting any part of the muniments 
and papers of this body, or simply as part of his 
remarks. I wish him to determine that himself. 

Mr. DAVIS. When I sent the paper to the 
Secretary’s desk to be read, it was certainly as a 
part of my remarks; but the Senate, I suppose, 
considering it too valuable to be appropriated by 
one person, upon the objection of the Senator from 
New York have taken it to themselves. Now, I 
am perfectly willing that the Senate shall decide, 
as they would upon their own paper. If they do 
not keep it, it will be mine again. Ifthey do keep 
it, | am content. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to understand the 
gentleman aright. H presented this paper in the 
first place, not as a paper for the action of the 
Senate atall, but merely a paper to be read in con- 
unuance of the remarks he was making. 


Mr. DAVIS. Just as if I was reading it my- || 


self; and, consequently, the very great surprise 
which I felt at any one making an objection; and 


hence the offer of my friends around me to read 
it for me. 





Mr. COLLAMER. Then I understand that | 
the gentleman merely offered it as a part of his | 


remarks. I understand the Senator from New 
York objected to that as a paper presented to 
constitute a part of the papers of the body. That 
Was the ground of fiis objection. ‘Then his ob- 


> . | 
Jecuon was grounded on an utter mistake, for the | 
paper was not presented with any such view; its | 


oe was not called for as a paper belonging 
0 the 


nate, or ever to belong to the Senate at 





|| sented it to the Senate. 





that it was presented to be a a of the proceed- 
ings of the Senate, on which action was to be 
taken. 


the Chair whether he will sull regard it as being 
a paper coming within the rule, instead of being 
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This is an entire misapprehension, so it | 
appears now; and that being so, I desire to ask || 


| 
| 


| 
| 


a paper to be read as a part of the remarks of the | 
| Senator from Mississippi, as he says he wished 


it to be? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will state to the Senate that he regards it as com- 

etent for the Senator from Mississippi to make 
it a part of his speech if he sees proper. If, in- 
stead of doing that, he proposes to send the paper 
to the Clerk’s table and have it read, he puts it 
in possession of the Senate; and it is for the Sen- 
ate to determine, and without debate, whether it 
shall be read or not. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I understand the gentle- 
man now to say that he did not send it there with 
any such view. 

Mr. DAVIS. I did not send it there with that 
view; but the Senate has taken charge of it, and 
now I want the Senate to dispose of it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. It was not sent with any 
such view; and therefore the whole proceeding is 
a mistake. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think itis very clear that 
when that paper was sent to the Clerk ’s desk to 
be read, it was done, according to universal usage 
in the Senate, to constitute simply a part of the 
Senator’s remarks. The only point was, whether 


the Clerk should he permitted to perform an act | 


of courtesy by reading it for the Senator, or 
whether the Senator should be compelled to read 
it himself. I think it was competent for any one 
to object to the Clerk’s reading it, and compel the 


| Senator to do his own reading, if the majority of 
the body see proper; and there might be cases | 
where I would resort to that act even of discourt- | 


esy; but such a case would only be where a Sen- 


ator was speaking against time for the purpose of || 


preventing a vote, and sent up a book—a whole 
volume—for the Clerk to read, to keep him a day 
or two in reading it, to defeat the object of the 
Senate. Where a Senator sends a paper to be 
read to relieve himself, f think it is a very great 
discourtesy to interpose an objection; and for that 
reason I shall give no vote that would seem to 
imply such a discourtesy as that to the Senator 
from Mississippi. I would be willing to deny it 
if it was used for the purpose of defeating the ac- 
tion of the Senate and worrying us out by requir- 
ing long books or journals to read not pertinent 
to the matter before the Senate. I hope that the 
Senator will be permitted to go on with his re- 
marks. He offered, when objection was made, 
to take the paper back and read it himself; and 
if the other side had permitted him to do so, sub- 
mitting to the discourtesy that it implied, we 
should have gone on and been through with the 
subject long ago. 

Mr. KING. I understood the Senator from 
Mississippi to present this paper, as one which 
the President had omitted or refused to send to 
the Senate. I approved of the President’s act in 
declining to send this paper to the Senate. I un- 
derstood the Senator from Mississippi to present 
the paper to the Senate to supply a defect in the 
communication from the President to the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator will allow me, 1 


stated to the Senate that it was an authenticated | 


copy. 
Mir. KING. Certainly; and the Senator pre- 
I objected to its reeep- 


tion by the Senate. I have not objected, neither 


does any person propose to object, to the freedom || 


of debate here—to any Senator making such a 
speech as hechooses. I listened to one the other 


| day which I thought was very unsuited to the 


Senate Chamber of the United States, but without 
raising a word of objection to it. I objected to 


B. 


| 











the reception of this paper because I regarded its || 
reception by the Senate here as a rebuke to the || 
| President; and the Chair must have so understood | 


it, or he never would have made the decision he 
has made, that it was a question for the Senate to 
decide. The right of a Senator to speak here is 
a right that nobody questions; but the right to 
present a paper to the Senate, and to have it read 
to the Senate, without saying whether it is a part 
of his speech or not, is another matter. The ques- 


tion of courtesy of having a paper, which isa part | 


| application to a case of this kind. 
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of his own speech, read by another, is a different 
question. But this paper is presented to the Sen- 
ate; and,as L understand, that position is adhered 
to. I have no objection to voting upon it. I have 
no ee to debate it. I have no doubt that 
this whole question is one that everybody can un- 
derstand and poeearentin- Tam unwilling in any 
manner to imply that I disapprove of the act of the 
President in omitting to make this a part of his 


| communication, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is: ** Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the Senate ?”’ 

Mr. KING. I understand the appeal to be 
withdrawn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion is 


Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir; if the question 





| is to be persisted in, I must insist that the decis- 


The rule has no 
It is a prece- 
dent which I, for one, cannot permit to have set 
here, that a majority of this body can deprive me 
of the right to mae fs paper; and I think that is 
the effect of it. I ask for the yeas and nays on 
the appeal. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is: ** Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 


ion of the Chair is incorrect. 


| judgment of the Senate ?”’ 


Mr. KING. My 


vote will be governed by the 


| answer of the Chair to an inquiry which he will 
| indulge me a moment in putting. 1 desire to know 


of the Chair whether he understood this paper to 


| be one presented to the Senate by the Senator 


from Mississippi? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstood the Senator from Mississippi, in the first 
instance, as presenting it to be read as a part of 
his argument; but, after objection was made, then 
he presented it as part of the proceedings of the 
Senate. That is what the Chair understands. 

Mr. KING. Then it is a paper to be received 
by the Senate and acted ow? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. So the Chair 
understands. 

Mr. KING. Then [ am with the Chair. 

Mr. GWIN. Before the yeas and nays are 


| taken, I wish to state that there is a special order 
| for two o’clock to-day; but, in order not to inter- 


rupt the Senator from Mississippi, when he shall 
be permitted to go on with his speech, I move 
that the Pacific railroad bill be made the special 
order for one o’clock to-morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
suppose that to be the consent of the Senate by 
common understanding, unless objection be made. 

Mr. POLK. I will state to the Senator from 
California that I had intended, after the close of 
the remarks of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Wison,] who had the floor, as L understood, 
for one o’clock to-day, to move to postpone the 
subject on which he had the floor until to-morrow 
at one o’clock, for the purpose of addressing the 
Senate upon it. 

Mr. GWIN. If my motion interferes with the 
Senator, I shall be prepared to agree to a further 
postponement. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 


| understand the motion of the Senator from Cali- 
| fornia to be agreed to, unless objection be made. 


The question is: ** Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the Senate ?’’ on which 
the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 31, nays 19; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bragg, Bright, Brown, Clay, 
Clingman, Davis, Douglas, Fitch, Green, Gwin, Hemphill, 
Hunter, Iverson, Kennedy, Latham, Mallory, Mason, Nich- 
olson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Pugh, Rice, Saulsbury, Sebas- 
tian, Seward, Slidell, Toombs, Wigfall, and Yulee—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bingham, 
Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Doolittie, Durkee, Fessenden, 
Foster, Grimes, Hale, Sumner, Ten Eyck,Trumbull, Wade, 
Wilkinson, and Wilson—19. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ae 


| now is on the reading of the paper, on which the 


yeas and nays have been ordered, and the Secre- 
tary wil! call the roll. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BAKER (when his uame was called) said: 
Is the question on granting leave to read the 
yaper ? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. BAKER. If I understand, the question 
is whether the Senator from Mississippi has the 
rightto have the paper read asa part of his speech, 
or to read it himself. 


is on ordering the paper to be read. 

Mr. BAKER. | vote ** yea.”’ 

Mr.COLLAMER, (when his name was called.) 
I desire to know whether the question is whether 
this papershall be read asa part of the gentleman’s 
speech? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is = ordering the paper to be read under the 
rule. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Dol understand the Chair 
to consider it a paper offered as part of the pro- 
ceedings of the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under the rule, 

es, sir. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I vote ** nay.”’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN, (when his name was 
called.) I desire, by permission of the Senate, to 
say one word in explanation. 1 said, when I was 
up before, that if this was offered, as | understood 
it to be offered, as a partof the Senator’s speech, 
and merely to be read according to the ordinary 
courtesy of the Senate, | was in favor of it. I 
understand now the Chair to say, that itis offered 
to be read as a paper on the table, and a part of 
the proceedings of the Senate If so, I vote 


66 neg ed 
nay. 


Mr. FOSTER, (when his name was called.) I 
desire to say, with the permission of the Senate, 
one word; and that is, that 1 do not understand 


i Ore en es ae tn — ee ee 
| between the parties in regard to the possession of the Fed- | in conclusion, we would urge upon 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 


that we can take this paper from the Senator from | 
Mississippi by our vote. It is his paper. If the | 


question were, whether the paper should be among 
the archives of the Senate, I would vote ‘ nay;”’ 


but regarding it as a question whether the paper | 


shall be read or not, and not believing that this 
Senate, by a unanimous vote, could make a pri- 
vate paper the property of the Senate, [ must vote 
6B ean 7? 

yea. 

fy . - 

Che Seerctary concluded the calling of the roll. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to vote. I would 
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eral forts in the harbor of Charleston; and I therefore 


deeply regret that in your opinion the events cf the last | 


twenty-four hours render this impossible.’’ 

We expressed no such opinion ; and the language which 
you quote as ours is altered in its sense by the omission of 
a most important part of the sentence. What we did say 
was: * But the events of the last twenty-four hours render 
such an assurance impossible.”? Place that *‘assurance,”’ 
as contained in our letter, in the sentence, and we are pre- 
pared to repeat it. Again, professing to quote our lan- 
guage, you say: 

“Thus the authorities of South Carolina, without wait- 
ing or asking for any explanation, and doubtless believing, 
as you have expressed it, that the officer had acted not only 
without but against my orders,” &c. 

We expressed no such opinion in reference to the belicf 
of the people of South Carolina. ‘The language which you 
have quoted was applied solely and entirely to our assur- 
ances obtained here, and based, as you well know, upon 
your own declaration—a declaration which, at that time, 
it was impossible for the authorities of South Carolina to 


| have known. 


| tion met and passed the ordinance of secession. 


But, without following this letter into all its details, we 
propose only to meet the chief points of the argument. 

Some wecks ago the State of South Carolina declared 
her intention, tn the existing condition of public affairs, to 
secede from the United States. She calied a convention 
of her people to put her declaration in force. The conven- 
All this 
you anticipated, and your course of action was thoroughly 
consideied in yourannual message. You declared you had 
no right,and would notattempt, to coerce a seceding State, 


| but that you were bound by your constitutional vath, and 


would defend the property of the United States within the 
borders of South Carolina, if an attempt was made to take 
itbyforee. Seeingwvery early that this question of property 
was a diificult and delicate one, you manifested a desire to 
settle it without collision. You did not reintorce the gar- 
rison in the harbor of Charleston. You removed a dis- 
tinguished and veteran officer from the commend of Fort 
Moultrie because he attempted to increase his supply of 
ammunition. You refused tosend additional troops to the 


| same garriso&, when applied for by the officer appointed 


| allow the garrison to Le strengthened. 


vote yea if L understood the Senator from Missis- | 


sippi to desire to have the paper readas a part o 
ppi tod to | the pay lasa tof 


of the proceedings of the Senate, I vote nay. 
The result was announced—yeas 36, nays 13; 
as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, Brown, 
Cameron, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Doug 
Jas, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Green, Gwin, Hale, Hemp- 


to succeed him. You accepted the resignation of the old- 
est and most eminent member of your Cabinet, rather than 
You compelled an 
officer stationed at Fort Sumter to return immediately to 
the arsenal forty muskets which he had taken to arm his 
men. You expressed, not to one, but tomany, of the most 


distinguished of our public characters, whose testimony | 


will be placed upon the record whenever it is necessary, 


your anxicty fora peaceful termination of this controversy, | 


and your willingness not to disturb the military status of 
the forts, if commissioners should be sent to the Govern- 
ment, Whose communications you promised to submit to 
Congress. Youreccived and acted on assurances from the 
highest official authorities of South Carolina that no attempt 


|W ould be made to disturb your possession of the forts and 
his speech; but if it is to be voted upon as a part || 


| and the attempt to negotiate had failed. 


property of the United States if you would not disturb their 
existing condition until the commissioners had been sent, 


| the members of the House of Representatives a written 


hill, Iverson, Kennedy, Latham, Mallory, Mason, Poik, || 


Powell, Pugh, Rice, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, 
Toombs, Wigfull, Wilson, and Yulee—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Harlan, King, ‘Ten Eyck, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilkinson—13. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is 
agreed to, and the Clerk will proceed to read the 
communication. 

The Clerk read it, as follows: 


Wasnincton, January 1, 1861. 
Sin: We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


your letter of the 30th of December, in reply to a note ad- | 


dressed by us to you, on the 28th of the same month, as | 


commissioners from South Carolina. 
In reference to the declaration with which your reply 
commences, that your * position as President of the United 


States was already defined in the message to Congress of | 


the 3d instant;’’ that you possess ** no power to change the 
relations heretofore existing *? between South Carolina and 
the United States, “ much Sess to acknowledge the inde- 
pendence of that State,” and that consequently you could 
meet us only as private gentlemen of the highest character, 
with an entire willingness to communicate to Congress any 


proposition we might have to make, we deem it only ne- | 


cessary to say that the State of South Carolina having, in 
the exercise of that great right of self-government which 
underiies ail our political organizations, declared herself 
sovereign and independent, we, as her representatives, felt 


no special solicitude as to the characterin which you might | 


recognize Us. 
Satisfied that the State had simply exercised her un- 


questionable right, we were prepared, in order to reach || 


substantial good, to waive the forinal considerations which 
your constitutional scruples might have prevented you from 
extending. We came here, therefore, expecting to be re- 
ceived as you did receive us, and perfectly content, with 
that entire willingness of which you assured us, to submit 
any proposition to Congress which we might have to make 
upon the subject of the independence of the State. That 
willingness was ample recognition of the condition of pub- 
lie affairs, which rendered our presence necessary. 

In this position, however, it is our duty both to the State 
which we represent and to ourselves, to correct several im- 
portant misconceptions of our letter into which you have 
fallen. You say: 

** It was my earnest desire that such a disposition might 
be made of the whole subject by Congress, who alone pos- 


memoranduin that 00 such attempt should be made, * pro- 


vided that no reinforcements shall be sent into those forts, | 


and their relative military status shall remain as at present.”’ 
And although you attach no force to the accepiance of such 
a ee you “considered it as nothing more in 
effect than the promise of highly honorable geutlemen”— 
as an obligation on one side without corresponding obliga- 
tion on the other, it must be remembered (if we are rightly 
informed) that you were pledged, if you ever did send rein- 
forcements, to return it to those from whom you had re- 
ceived it before you ex. cuted your resolution. You sent 
orders to your oflicers commanding them strictly to follow 
a line of conduct in conformity with such an understand - 
ing. Besides all this, you had received formal and official 
notice from the Governor of South Carolina that we had 
been appointed commissioners, and were on our way to 
Washington. You knew the implied condition underwhich 


we came; our arrival was notified to you, and an hour ap- | 


pointed tor an interview. 

We arrived in Washington on Wednesday, at three 
o’clock, and you appointed an interview with us at one the 
next day. 
received here of the movement of Major Anderson. 


postponed our meeting until half past two o’clock on Fri- 


| day, in order that you might consult your Cabinet. On 


Friday we saw you; and we calicd upon you then to re- 
deem your pledge. You could not deny it. With the facts 
we have stated, and in the face of the crowning and con- 
clusive fact that your Secretary at War had resigned his 
seat in the Cabinet upon the publicly avewed ground that 
the action of Major Anderson had violated the pledged 


| faith of the Government, and that unless the pledge was 


| sible; you did not deny it. 
you seck to escape from its obligation on the grounds: first, | 





sesses the power to prevent the inauguration of a civil war || 


instantly redeemed he was dishonored, denial was impos- 
You do not deny it now; but 


that we terminated all negotiation by demanding, as a pre- 
liminary, the withdrawal of the United States troops from 
the harbor of Charleston; and, second, that the authorities 
of South Carolina, instead of asking explanation, and giv- 
ing you the opportunity to vindicate yourself, took posses- 
sion of other property of the United States. We will ex- 
amine both. 

In the first place, we deny positively that we have 
ever, in any way, made any such demand. Our letter is 
in your possession ; it will stand by this on record. In it 
we inform you of the objects of our mission. We say that 
it would have been our duty to have assured you of our 


readiness to commence negotiations with the most earnest | 


and anxious desire to settle all questions between us am- 
icably and to our mutual advantage ; but that events had 
rendered that assurance impossible. 
and we said that until some satisfactory explanation of these 
events was given us we could not proceed: and then, hav- 
ing made this request for explanation, we added: “ And, 





You took frow | 


Early on that day, (Thursday,) the news was | 
That | 
news was communicated to you immediately; and you | 


Westated the events, | 
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. you the immedi 
| withdrawal of the troops from the harbor of io 


Under present circumstances, they are a standin 
|| which renders negotiation impossible,’ &c. 
|| ent circwmstances.”? What circumstances? 
the occupation of Fort Suinter and the dismantling of Fo 
Moultrie by Major Anderson, in the face of your ple lo - 
aud without explanation or practical disavowal. And nee? 
is nothing in the letter which would or could have 
vented you from declining to withdraw the 
fering the restoration of the status to which you Were 
pledged if such had been your desire. It would haye oe 
wiser and better, in our opinion, to have withdrawn u : 
troops; and this opinion we urged upon you, but we te 
manded nothing but such an explanation of the Stents of 
the last twenty-four hours as would restore our confide: : 
in the spirit with which the negotiations should be a = 
ducted. = 

In relation to the withdrawal of the troops from the har 
bor, we are compelled, however, to notice 
your letter. Reterring to it, you say: 

“This [ cannot do. This I will not do. 
| Was never thought of by me in any possible contingency, 

No allusion to it had ever been made in any communica- 
tion between myself and any human being.” 

In reply to this statement, we are compelled to say that 
your conversation with us left upon our minds the distinct 
impression that you did seriously contemplate the with 
| drawal of the troops from Charleston harbor. And in sup- 

port of this impression, we would add that we haye the 
positive assurance of genticmen of the highest possible pub 
lic reputation and the most unsullied integrity—men whose 
name and fame, secured by long service and patriotic 
achievement, place their testimony beyond cavil—that such 
suggestions had been made toand urged upon you by them 
and had formed the subject of more than one earnest dis. 
| cussion with you. And it wasthis Knowledge that induced 
us to urge upon youa policy which bad to recommend it its 
own wisdom and the might of such authority. 

As to the second point—that the authorities of South 
Carolina, instead of asking explanations, and giving you 
opportunity to vindicate yourself, took possession of other 
property ofthe United States—we would observe : 1. That 
| even if this were so, it does not avail you for defense, for 
| the opportunity for decision was afforded you before these 
facts occurred. We arrived in Washington on Wednesday : 
the news from Major Anderson reached here early on 
Thursday, and was immediately communicated to syou. 
All that day men of the highest consideration ; men who 
had striven successfully to lift you to your great office ; who 
had been your tried and true friends through the troubles 
of your administration, sought you and entreated you to 
act—to actatonee. They told you that every hour com 
plicated your position. ‘They only asked you to give the 
assurance, ifthe facts were so; that if the commander had 
acted without and against your orders, and in violation of 
your pledges, you would restore the status you had pledged 
your honor to maintain. You refused to decide. Your 
Seeretary of War, your immediate and proper adviser in 
this whole matter, waited anxiously fer your decision until 
he felt that delay was becoming dishonor. More than 
twelve hours passed, and twe Cabinet meetings had ad 
| journed before you knew what the authorities of South 
Carolina had done, and your prompt decision at any mo- 
ment of that time would have voided the subsequent com- 
plications. 

But, if you had Known the acts of the authorities of 
South Carolina, should that have prevented your keeping 
your faith? What was the condition of things? For the 
Jast sixty days you have had in Charleston harbor not force 
enough to hold the forts against an equal enemy. ‘Two of 
them were empty; one of those two, the most important 
in the harbor. It could have been taken at any time. You 
ought to know betterthan any manthat it would have been 
taken, but for the efforts of those who put their trust in 
your honor. Believing that they were threatened by Fort 
Sumter especially, the people were with difficulty re 
strained from securing without blood the possession of this 
important fortress. After many and reiterated assurances 
given on your behalf, which we cannot believe unauthor- 
ized, they determined to furbear, and in good faith seut on 
their commissioners to negotiate with you. They meant 
you no harm—wished you no ill. They thought of you 
kindly, believed you true, and were willing, as far as was 
consistent with duty, to spare you unnecessary and hostile 
collision. Scarcely had these commissioners left than 
Major Anderson waged war. No other words will describe 
his action. It was not a peaceful change from one fort to 
another: it wasa hostile act in the highest sense, and eniy 
justified in the presence of a superior enemy, and in imm 
nent peril. He abandoned his position, spiked his guns, 
burnt his gun-carriages, made preparations for the destruc 
tion of his post, and withdrew under cover of the night to 
a safer position. This was war. No man could have be- 
lieved (without your assurance) that any officer could have 
taken such a step, “not only without orders, but against 
orders.”? : 

What the State did was in simple self-defense ; for this 
act, with all its attending circumstances, was as mucli war 
as firing a volley; and war being thus begun, until those 
commencing it explained their action and disavow ed — 
intention, there was no room for delay ; and even at - 
moment, while we are writing, it is more than — e, 
from the tenor of your letter, that reinforcements are aie 
rying on to the conflict, so that when the first gun sha : 
fired there will have been, on your part, one continuous, 
consistent series of actions, commencing ina demonstra- 
tion essentially warlike, supported by regular poe 

ment, and terminating in deteat or victory. And all ~ 

| without the slightest provocation; for, among the ma . 

things which you have said, there is one thing you af 

say—you have waited anxiously for news.from the s this 

war, in hopes that delay would furnish some excuse 107 

|| precipitation. But this “tangible evidence of a design of 

roceed to a hostile act, on the part of the one “ed 

|| South Carolina,’ which is the only justification of 7 ol 

|| Anderson, you are forced to admit, “has not yet ed 
|| leged.?? But you have decided; you have resolved to 


= menace, 
** Under pres 
Why, ele arly, 


there 
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one passage of 
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